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{Channel 3 serves up 
Tilley, Evert at Slims 


by Bernard Fernandez 


Daily News Sports Writer 


s 

I 


Channel 3 weekend sports an¬ 
chor Lou Tilley expects to be ner¬ 
vous when he joins te nnis legend 
• Chris Evert to call the 
ijlims of P j^adgjfljjjatournament 
misweekend trom Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, and not just 
because his background in the 
sport is limited. 

“Wouldn’t you be nervous,” Til¬ 
ley said, “if you were going to 
work with America’s Sweetheart? 
I’m like everybody else. That’s the 
way I thought of her. I mean, she 
always looked so great on the ten¬ 
nis court.” 

As play-by-play announcer, Til¬ 
ley will try to set up Evert as often 
as possible during a semifinal 
match tomorrow (PRISM, 1:30 
p.m.) and the championship 
match Sunday (Channel 3, 4:30 
p.m., tape-delay). 

“My approach is minimalist, but 
that’s the same way I called foot¬ 
ball games,” Tilley said. “Cer¬ 
tainly with Chris Evert sitting 
next to me, my job is to be a 
traffic cop for her, leading her 
into commentary that I — if I 
were at home, watching — would 
be most interested in hearing 
from someone who is so obviously 
an expert.” 

Evert arrived today and Tilley 
said he plans to spend some time 
with her “to get a feel for how 
each other works.” 

“We might do a phony broad¬ 
cast for a set or two, to help us get 
ready for the real thing,” he said. 

Channel 3’s Slims coverage Sun¬ 
day — delayed to accommodate 
the Eagles-Browns game on 3 — 
means NBC’s final-round cover¬ 
age of the World Series of Golf 
will be pre-empted. 


WARMING UP TO WINTER 

With the slightest hint of a chill 
in the air, CBS gets an early jump 
on winter. 

November being a “sweeps” 
month also might have some¬ 
thing to do with CBS’s decision to 
fill tomorrow’s sports lineup with 
the sort of cold-weather fare that 
yielded huge ratings during last 
February’s Lillehammer Olym¬ 
pics. 

“Eye on Sports” (Channel 10, 
4:30 p.m.) will warm viewers up, 
so to speak, with 



of the Subaru Return of Champi¬ 
ons skiing competition from Bea¬ 
ver Creek, Colo. American Olym¬ 
pic medalists Tommy Moe and 
Picabo Street are among the com¬ 
petitors. 

But the biggest ratings grab¬ 
bers are on display in prime time 
(Channel 10, 9 p.m.) in “Ice Wars: 
USA vs. the World,” from Provi¬ 
dence, R.I. An American team 
composed of Nancy Kerrigan, 
Kristi Yamaguchi, Brian Boitano 
and Paul Wylie show off their 
best moves against a foreign con¬ 
tingent of Oksana Baiul, Katarina 
Witt, Viktor Petrenko and Kurt 
Browning. Team USA leads after 
winning Wednesday night’s tech¬ 
nical program. 

Verne Lundquist, part of CBS’s 
figure-skating announcing team 
at Lillehammer, is still ralher a 
new hand at the sport, having 
called it only since 1990. But he 
said he has come to realize the 
athleticism required to compete 
at the world level. 

“Scott Hamilton fa former Olym¬ 
pic gold medalist who will do 
color commentary] has always 
tried to present it as an athletic 
competition and not as a theatri¬ 
cal entertainment,” Lundquist 
said. 


“One of the technical pieces we 
did from Lillehammer was the 
technique involved in the most 
difficult jump in the sport, the 
triple axel. You take off forward, 
do 3 V 2 revolutions and land back¬ 
ward. Scott, who narrated the 
piece, compared it to a basketball 



Chris Evert: tennis analyst 


line, spinning around 3V .2 times 
and dunking.” 

SAMPLE ON THE AIR _ 

Former New York Jets defen¬ 
sive back Johnny Sample, now a 
sports commentator for WHAT- 
AM, finally will make a guest ap¬ 
pearance on “G. Cobb Live” this 
week. The show, which tapes 
Tuesdays, airs Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m. and 2 a.m. on Sports- 
Channel Philadelphia. 

Host Garry Cobb, the former 
Eagles linebacker and WIP-AM 
talker, had lined up Sample as a 
guest for last week’s show until a 
sponsor, a local sporting-goods 
company, got wind of it and 
voiced its objection. Seems Sam¬ 
ple and the sponsor have a bit of 
an unhappy history. 

“I was kind of in the dark about 
it,” Cobb said. “The two sides are 
not fond of each other, put it that 
way.” 

Sample gets on this week, Cobb 
said, because the sporting-goods 
company is not sponsoring this 
particular segment. 

TUBE TALK 


■ “Inside the Eagles,” a weekly 
half-hour behind-the-scenes look 
at our town’s NFL team, pre¬ 
miered last night _with Howard 
Eskin, Mike Missanelli, Dave Spa- 
daro and Eagles defensive end 
Greg Townsend sharing host du-' 
ties. 

■ ESPN “SportsCenter” anchor 
Chris Myers will replace Roy Fire¬ 
stone as host of “Up Close,” the 
network’s interview program, be- 
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Sabatini’s win is 
her own double fault 

Page 47 
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by Bill Fleischman 

Daily News Sports Writer 

The quarterfinals of a pro ten¬ 
nis tournament should produce 
exhilarating shotmaking. 

In one-week tournaments, 
lower-ranked players occasional¬ 
ly get easy draws, slide through to 
theif quarters and then get 
trounced. 

But frequently during quarter- 
finals, pleased spectators should 
be lifted out of their seats cheer¬ 
ing shots only the best can make. 

Yesterday’s quarterfinals of the 
~ :¥tcjrtm£L_Sllmy of Pti'iiad'elnhi^ 
were, to put it kindly, lackluster 1 
1 j Four seeded players advanced 
to today’s semifinals in one-sided 
matches at the Convention Cen¬ 
ter. No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini will 
face No. 6 Anke Huber at 2 p.m. 
f No. 2 Mary Pierce will meet No. 5 
Natalia Zvereva at 7 p.m. 

Last night’s Sabatini-Chanda 
j Rubin match was typical of the 
j uninspiring quarterfinals, 
j Sabatini’s serve has always been 
j her major flaw. Early in the tour¬ 
nament, her serve had more veloc¬ 
ity than usual, but she still commit¬ 
ted too many double faults. Last 
night, Sabatini double-faulted 13 
‘ times compared with four by Ru- 
I bin. Sabatini still won, 6-3, 6-0. 

3 During the first set, Sabatini 
j served like a weekend player, 

| double-faulting eight times. But 
i the 26th-ranked Rubin, a promis- 
; ing young American, continually 
made unforced errors. For the 
, match, Rubin had 35 enforced er¬ 
rors and Sabatini> had 20. - - 

.Rubin, 18, hit some<impressive 


: ]■» ■ r~ii 

volleys, but her errors regularly 
occurred on key points. The Loui¬ 
siana resident converted only one 
of 11 break-point opportunities; 
Sabatini was 6-fof-12. 

In the first set, Sabatini said she 
lost a “little concentration.” 

“If I’m not thinking of what I 
have to do, I start making double 
faults and start having trouble 
with my whole game,” Sabatini 
said. “But I got out of it.” 

Despite Sabatini’s 5-0 career ad¬ 
vantage over Rubin, the 1990 U.S. 
Open champion said her oppo¬ 
nent isn't an easy “W ” 

“I fed her very -tough to play, 
because she doesn’t give you 
much rhythm,” Sabatini said. 
“She likes to hit the ball very 
hard. She can play a great point, 
or miss the easiest ball.” 

Sabatini is eager to win the 
Slims of Philadelphia and gain 
her first tournament victory 
since the 1992 Italian Open. 

“I’m feeling good, everything is 
there,” she said. “Mentally, I’m 
there. I’m here to win.” 

Huber pummeled Kimberly Po, 
6-3, 6-2, returning to center court 
semirefreshed after her postmid¬ 
night three-set victory over 
Wayne’s Lisa Raymond in the sec¬ 
ond round. 

Po, a semifinalist in Philadel¬ 
phia a year ago now* ranked No. 
56, was overmatched.., < j . 

Said Huber: “She made: a lot of, 
easy mistakes. On important) 
points, she always missed. I 1 
thought after the first set that I’m 
not going to lose.” 

Pierce ended Meilen Tu’s Philly 
fling .with i a, 6-2, 64 / victory. * 


The tiny Tu, playing in her sec- ;j 
ond pro tournament, had upset I 
No. 8-seed Amanda Coetzer and : 
Katerina Maleeva. But Pierce was 
too tough for the 16-year-old Cali- I 
fornian. 

In the first set, Tu broke I 
Pierce’s serve to close to a 3-2 ' 
deficit. But then the U.SL. Open , 
girls junior champion was bfcken ] 
right back. 

After taking a 4-1 lead in the j 
second set, Pierce faltered and was 
broken on consecutive serves. She ! 
still led, 5-4, but Tu could not ' 
maintain her attack and lost her 
servo to -end the match. 

Now that the fifth-ranked ; 
Pierce is established as one of the : 
world’s top players, there is con¬ 
cern when a newcomer such as 
Tu or Martina Hingis is across the 
net. Last month at the European 
Indoors in Zurich, Switzerland, 
Pierce defeated the 14-year-old 
Hingis, 6-4, 6-0. 

“I wasn’t really nervous,” 
Pierce said. “But you’ve never 
played them and they’re young 
players. You say to yourself, ‘I 
can’t lose this match.’ ” 

Zvereva extended her career 
shutout record against Brenda 
Schultz to 7-0, with a 6-1, 7-6 (74) 
victory in yesterday’s opening 
quarterfinal. 

Both singles semis will be fol¬ 
lowed by doubles semis. Sabatini 
has a busy afternoon: She and 
Schultz play Conchita Martinez 
and Patricia Tarabini. Tonight, 
fourth-seeded Raymond and Lind- I 
say Davenport challenge top-seed- f 
ed Zvereva and Gigi Fernandez. 1 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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_LIVE_ 

1:00 FRANKLIN FIELD College Football Harvard at Penn 
1:00 VETERANS STADIUM College Football West Virginia at Temple 
1:00 O’SHIELDS-STEVENSON STADIUM College Football Bloomsburg at 
Cheyney 

1:30 CLOTHIER FIELD College Football Washington & Lee at Swarthmore 
1:30 PATTERSON FIELD College Football Dickinson at Ursinus 
2:00 PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION CENTER Tennis j/iroinia Slirrt^ 
Tournament: Singles semifinals, Anke Huber vs. Gabriela Sabatini; 
Doubles semifinals, Conchita Martinez and Patricia Tarabini vs. 

Gabriela Sabatini and Brenda Schultz 

7:00 p.m. PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION CENTER Tennis Virginia Slims, 1 
Tournament: Singles semifinals, Mary Pierce vs. Natalia Zvereva; 
Doubles semifinals, Gigi Fernandez and Natalia Zvereva vs. Lisa 
Raymond and Lindsay Davenport 
7:30 SPECTRUM Pro Basketball Orlando Magic vs. Sixers 


TENNIS 


VIRGINIA SLlfVIS^ 

At Pennsylvania Convention Center 
WOMEN'S SINGLES 
Quarterfinals 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus, def. Brenda Schultz, 
Netherlands, 6-f, 7-6 (7-4). 

Anke Huber (6), Germany, def, Kimberly Po, Incline 
Village, Nev., 6-3,6-2. 

Mary Pierce (2), France, def. MeilenTu, Northridge, 
<m, 6-2, 64, 

&toridaSa|WMJ4i Aryentipa, del Chanda Rufaip, 
Lafayette, La, 6-3, 6-0. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
Quarterfinals 

Conchita Martinez, Spain, and Patricia Tarabini, 
Argentina, def. Pam Shriver, Baltimore, and Elizabeth 
Srnylie (3), Australia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo., and Natalia Zvereva 
(1), Belarus, def. Amanda Coetzer, South Africa, and 
Debbie Graham, Fountain Valley, Calif., 6-1, 6-0. 

Lindsay Davenport, Palos Verdes, Caltf,, and Lisa 
Raymond, Wayne, Pa. (4) def. Lea Ghirardi, France, 
and Nino Louarsabishvill, Republic of Georgia, 6-2, 6- 
7 (6-8), 6-4. 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Daily News Sports Writer 

F“‘Some tennis players are serve-and-volley specialists, 
fcjjffiers are known for their ferocious forehands or blazing 
; bac khan ds. 

^Suddenly, Anke Huber is developing into a relentless, 
j^iiiffe -set "specialist. 

IT-’ .Huber’s 6-0, 6-7 (4-7), 7-5 victory over Mary Pierce in 
SYesTerday’s Virginia Slims of Philadelphia final was the 
EBffitii of heFfive matches in tne convention Center to go 
E-Thre e sets. 

U sually, seeded players breeze through to the final 
j^pthput playing three sets. The second-seeded Pierce, for 
p%xample, didn’t lose a set on her way to the final. 

Huber’s previous tournament victory, last month in. 
jjsUUderstadt, Germany, she played three marathon matches 
was over the retiring Martina Navratilova). 

S^TSince the tenacious Huber has won the last two tourna- 
fertgents in which she has filled her resume with three- 
^sbtters, the smiling, 19-year-old German said, “Maybe I 
Brhave to play three sets. No, I’m really tired now. I didn’t 5 
ELwan f to play two more games.” 

In earning the $ 15 ( 1,000 winner’s check, the sixth-seeded 
feHuber completed an against-all-odds week. In her opening : 
ETnatch, she drew Jennifer Capriati, who was playing her 
gTSrst match in 14 months. Next up was hometown favorite T 
— Lisa Raymond, from Wayne. 

Hzpih the" semifinals, Huber had to face the popular Ga- . 
gbr iela Sabatini. Yesterday, once Pierce got into the match, i 
crowd of’4,223 was rooting for her. 

ErFEud r. a. while yesterday, it appeared that anyone who _ 
_ Q __ over brunch would miss the match. Playing _ 
gwlessly, Huber swept the first set in just 21 minutes. She 
Frfthe "first two games of the second set. 

When Pierce finally interrupted the Huber march by 
OSkihg the next game, she raised her arms in an at-last 
Signal and the crowd cheered: for her, and for some 
Com petitive tennis. 

^Trailing, 4-2, Pierce won three consecutive games. Each 
player held serve until Pierce led, 5-4, in the tiebreaker. 
Tuber then doublefaulted and stroked a loose forehand to : 
^gfye Pierce the set. 

^^The momentum seemed to be with Pierce at this point, 
JTburshe opened the third set by having her serve broken 
^ twice. ' 

rVWith Huber leading, 5-2, Pierce saved two match points 
with a backhand drop volley and a backhand half-volley 
she reached after rushing in from the baseline. 
Ahead, 5-3, Huber served for the match. After Pierce : 
jcam afTcally objected to two calls against her, Huber was 
presented her third match point. She reacted by double- 
faulting for the ninth time during the 2-hour, 8-minute 
match. _ __• — - -- . 


fierce punctuated the next game with a 97 mph serve to 
.. Me.tbeset at 5-5 Huber held and then, on the fourth match 
P. Qm t, she stroked a forehand winner. 

^Tna e u e ,^ ilig t0 i 1 ^ 4-0 adv antage in the third set disappear- 
h-'Pf; finder said. It was tough because she was hitting the 
fe-dalls so hard. It was difficult to do something At 5-2 I 
/r 1 ?* stu P id mistakes and she played really well 
—IpAt 5-5 1 was really a bit down, but I just tried to stay into 
gtomatQKUnsi tried to forget everything that happened 

^ePyerall, fluber was happy with her serve. Her winning : 
^ e ^age on her first serve was an impressive 81 per-' 
f cent, compared to Pierce’s 57 percent. 
v_:- Explaining her 10 double-faults, Huber said, “I have to 
^rerve the gecond serve really hard, otherwise it’s her 

^ point. Her .receive is unbelievably strong” 

“-.v Following her recovery from her first-set stomping 

9. 1011 hlAT loti^Amn o t T-. ~ _. rC . - 

■- -1 


her letdown at the beginning of the third 
: : se 5 t wa s tnuch to overcome. 

^^Anke gqt up really quickly,” Pierce said, “and I just 
jjgmade too. i^any mistakes.” J 

Pim’ce, who beat fifth-seeded Natalia Zvereva in the 

' "ff nL L finals ’ still felt she could win when she balanced the 
tnird set at 5-5. _.... . m _ 


“It’s really tough to lose a match like that,” Pierce said, 
_ “because I was down practically the whole match and I 
rL saved two s match points.” 

r ;^Adding tb the fifth-ranked Pierce’s disappointment is 
^MJ mowlgdge that she is 0-for-5 in finals this year. 
g^Ev er singe Huber began playing on the WTA Tour six 
gye|rs ago, she has been compared to countrywoman Steffi 
tGraf. By the time Graf was 19, she had won three Grand 
ijSlam titles (her brilliant Slam total is 15). Huber’s best 
^Grand Slam finish was the semifinals of last year’s French 


NET NOTES 


__, 

gr^p-seeded Gi S* Fernandez and Natalia Zvereva rallied 
jJfhw Hi th e doubles final over unseeded Gabriela Sabatini 
^and B renda Schultz, 4-6, 64, 6-2. Fernandez and Zvereva 
Split $ 45,000 ... The tournament’s total attendance was 
^43,208, about 3,000 less than last year’s figure at the Civic 
^Center. Bu:t. tournament director Barbara Perry was 
tpleased. Perry said she was braced for lower numbers 
-since the Convention Center’s seating capacity is smaller" 
#:than the Civic Center. ■ . . ' ^ 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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s- References to Graf annoy Huber, but she has learned to 
tn Graf’s shadow. The top-ranked Graf was scheduled - 
U9 P? a Y .again in Philadelphia, but a nagging back injury 
iTorced her to, withdraw. She plans to play in the Slims 

^Cham pionships starting today in New York City. *- 

SFTn Germany,” the 13th-ranked Huber said, “there are so ~ 
jmany good players: Steffi, Boris [Becker] and Michael 
jjStich]. If ypu’re No. 10, they really don’t care. They only 
^jqok for No. 1, No. 2, maybe top five.” 

pi: By now for Huber, the comparisons to Graf are “normal 
-rT got used to it.” 

JtX also normal for top players to have a coach, but 
gTTuher has s won two tournaments since the U.S. Open 
^unsu per vised. 

EF “M aybe ilfs OK for three, four tournaments,” Huber said, . 
gfbut it’s ncft OK for a full year. I’m looking for a coach.’’ 
-=:-Theway Huber is playing, she’ll have prospective coach- 
es "lined up around the block for interviews. 
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Evert offers 
Martina advice 
on retirement 


by Bill Fleischman 
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= " Daily News Sports Writer 

Y-f Martina Navratilova could be playing her final 
^-competitive singles match on the WTA Tour tonight 
j—at Madison Square Garden. If Navratilova, viewed by 
^maffy as the greatest women’s tennis player of all 
grlu he, loses to Gabriela Sabatini in the first-round 
^^ ■SlcgiTua.$Iinis Championships m atch, her career is 

l-over. - 

What will life after tennis be for Navratilova? 
s^Chris Evert thinks her friend will be fine. 

, /T think she wants to remain in the politics of the 
game and help to restructure the game,” said Evert, 
T town to serve as the analyst on the Channel 3 and 


NEW TUNE FOR PELLEGRINO 


5 S 

into writing and maybe 
she’ll do some commentat¬ 
ing, although I hope she 
doesn’t take my job. 

“I’ve told her, ‘Don’t 
think the first year of re¬ 
tirement is what retire¬ 
ment is all about.’ She’ll 
still be playing exhibitions 
and earning a lot of 
money, and they’ll be hav¬ 
ing dinners for her. After 
that first year is when real¬ 
ity sets in.” 

^ Evert and Navratilova 

p£ _ ~ were friends early in their 

^careers. Then, when former basketball star Nancy 
pLiebermari was advising Navratilova, they drifted 
Uptpari. 

j^TNgncy taught Martina that she had to hate me,” 
pthe six-time U.S. Open champion said. “It was noth- 
Emg personal. Nancy thought Martina was too nice. 
r3_t that stage of her career, she wasn’t as intense as 
^ghe heeded to be to be No. 1. 

^f^You know what? [Lieberman] had a point. Our 
^relationship went to pot, but her tennis went up.” 
—= Evert and Navratilova, the president of the Worn- 
3 ’s Tennis Association, are friends again, and both 
i^are helping to guide the WTA Tour through un¬ 
charted waters. The tour was without a sponsor this 
I-y ear when. Kraft withdrew four years into its five- 
feyear contract. The Virginia Slims contract expires 
Caffer this year. 

p^T f we don’t find a sponsor, we’re strong enough 
EhaC-We can endure next year,” Evert said. “But 
Starting in ’96, we really need to find a sponsor.” 
^ Evert, a former WTA president, realizes the tour 
Eneerds sta rs and rivalries. 

br- "1 nave a feeling that Monica [Seles] will come 
I!hack/’ Evert said. “But nobody knows, because she’s 
^Wr i of in hiding. Jennifer [Capriati] is back. Those 
2 jw_o , with Steffi [Graf] and Arantxa [Sanchez Vicario] 
t"would set up potential rivalries. 
fe-“More than one name, the game needs rivalries. 
That’s what carried Martina and I. The men had 
[John] McEnroe, [Jimmy] Connors and [Bjorn] Borg. 
That’s what tennis needs right now.” 


Diners at La Collina in Bala Cynwyd and the 
Greentree Inn, in Marlton, N.J., occasionally hear 
former television sportscaster Joe Pellegrino work- 
-mg“on his singing act. 

Pellegrino received rave reviews for his rendition 
of the national anthem at the Slims oJLP hiladelphia, 
tour nament la st week. Pellegrino, who still hosts a 
’sportslalkshow on WSSJ (1310-AM) at 5 p.m. daily, 

: sang the anthem twice: on opening night and the 
night Capriati played Anke Huber. 

Before the tournament^Pellegrino volunteered to 
sing the anthem. Tournament director Barbara Per¬ 
ry liked his tapes and asked him to sing on opening 
night. L 

;. tTWhen I fiiiished,” Pellegrino said, Barbara 
- asked me to .sihg before the Gaprlati-Huber match. I 


said, 'How can I refuse?’” 

I knew Pellegrino had acted in area theater pro¬ 
ductions, but I didn’t know he was a singer. 

“I studied voice for 10 years,” he said. “I’ve 
thought about singing for a long time. A couple 
agents have liked the demo tape I’ve put together.” 

Pellegrino has been taking singing lessons from ‘ 
Georgyn Geetlein, whom longtime Flyers fans will 
remember for her stirring anthems. Geetlein hosts 
“Operatically Speaking” on Wednesday nights on 
WSSJ following Pellegrino’s show. 


o 

4* 

03 

03 

U1 

CO 

cn 


Source: https://www.industrydocun ? its.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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It’s Philly tennis, new site 


By JON MARKS \ * 

Staff Writer O /V 


PHILADELPHIA - The rich his- 
-Tory of women’s professional tennis 
in Philadelphia area includes just 
r=ab.ouL every major sporting facility 
-that’s been here. 

Go down the list: Palestra, Spec¬ 
trum, Civic Center. Yes, they’ve all 
been the site at one time or another 
fo r events ranging from the worn- 
t§n f s tournaments, to Team Tennis, 
tQ the Federation Cup. 

,'__Now you can add one/more. 
-Would you believe the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center? 

I^Yes, the same place where Phila- 
delphia Mayor Ed Rendell welcomes 
revisiting dignitaries, where the Phil- 

— lies hosted a gala World Series party 
^and where Jeffrey Lurie met the 
gmedia 'for the first time afteivoffi- 

cially taking over the Eagles^ now 
the new home of the Virginia Slims 
/of Philadelphia. 

" "ATtil, the STdmit, it isn’t like 

most places they play. 

fc.■. j 

“IT’S VERY odd to see just a ten¬ 
nis court in an empty building,” said 
Mary Pierce, the No. 2 seed here, 
after meeding just 46 minutes to dis- 

- patch Tatiana Ignatieva of Belarus, 
: 6-0, 6-1, last night. “But as long as 
/you have a lot of people in the 
-'Stands, you still get a warm feeling.” 

Based on that comment, Pierce 
should’ve been downright shivering. 
Only a small cross section of the 
5,000 seats built for the occasion 
were filled to watch the French 
_Open finalist, who’s achieved more 
/notoriety for the revelations of her 
"'father stalking her and abusing her. 

The rest undoubtedly are waiting 
^until tonight when crowd favorite 
r Gabriela Sabatini will take the court. 
Or more likely for tomorrow night 
when Jennifer Capriati will make 
her celebrated return to tennis after 


SCHEDULE 

Following is today's order of play 
in the Virginia Slims of Philadelphia. . 

" Beginning at 9 a.m. 

Patty Fendick, (Tahop Village, Nev.) 
vs, Marianne (Werdel, San Diego, 
Cal.) (USA). 

Lori McNeil, (Houston, Tex.) vs. Eri¬ 
ka de Lone, (Lincoln, Moss.). 

Chanda Rubin, (Lafayette, La.) vs. 
Amy Frazier (7), (Rochester Hills, 
Mich.). 

Natalia Zvereva (5) f (Belarus) vs. 
Meredith McGrath, (Midland, Mich.). 

Katarina Maleeva {Bulgaria)/Robin 
White (USA) vs. Condiita Martinez 
(Spain)/ Patricia TarabiN (Argentina). 

Julia Halard (France)/Nathalie Tau- 
ziat (France) vs. Amdnda Coetzer 
(South Africa)/Debbie Graham (USA). 

Not before 7 p.m. 

Gabriela Sabatini (4) (Argentina) 
vs. Jana Ne[edly (Canada). 

Lindsay Davenport U|>A)/Li$a Ray¬ 
mond (USA) (4) vs Vicky Paynter (Can- 
ada)/Karine Quentrec (France). 


more than a year’s absence, during 
which she was arrested for both 
shoplifting and possession of drugs. 

Local favorite Lisa Raymond, of 
Wayne, Pa., closed out the action 
last night by outlasting Sandra Ca- 
cic, 2-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5. 

The 19-year-old Pierce says it’s 
great to have the IB-year-old Ca¬ 
priati back, but bristles when asked 
if the sport should regulate against 
players turning pro at such a young 
age. 

“I turned pro at 14,” said Pierce, 
the No. 5 player in the world, a final¬ 
ist in four tournaments and semifi¬ 
nalist two other times. ”1 don’t think 
there’s anything wrong with it, ex¬ 
cept I regret traveling so much. 

“The only way it’s bad is that peo¬ 
ple start to expect a lot of you on the 
court, to play great tennis all the 
time. 

“I THINK with Jennifer and all 
the young players they .make such a 


big deal of it, it’s hard to perform all 
the time.” 

Perhaps, but great expectations 
don’t seem to bother 16-year-old Cal¬ 
ifornian Meilen Tu, who beat No. 8 
seed Amanda Coetzer of South Afri¬ 
ca with shocking ease, 6-1, 6-3, for 
her first professional victory. Play¬ 
ing just her second event after turn¬ 
ing pro, Tu says she has her priori¬ 
ties straight. 

“A lot of top 10 players turned pro 
when they were 14 and they’re per¬ 
fectly fine,” said Tu, who said her 
victory at the U.S. Open Juniors this 
summer triggered her decision to 
turn pro. “I have other things in my 
life besides tennis that keep me 
busy. 

—hi don’t worry about burnout. I 
just come out to play and not worry 
about who’s focusing on me.” 

At least in Philadelphia this week 
there’s no pressure on her. That’s 
will hardly be the case tomorrow 
when Capriati takes the court, fac¬ 
ing Anke Huber of Germany, the 
No. 6 seed. 

“Definitely, I’m happy to see Jen¬ 
nifer again,” said Pierce, who 
swarmed all over Ignatieva, drop¬ 
ping just six points in the first set, 
before letting up just a bit in the 
second. “I haven’t seen her for a 
year. 

“All the players are glad to have 
her back.” 

So is women’s tennis. But in a way, 
it’s fitting that Capriati, should 
choose Philadelphia to launch her 
comeback. After all, it was right in 
this area — at nearby Haverf ord Col¬ 
lege — where the 12-year-old Florida 
phenom first played against the pros 
at the late KISS 100 Invitational. 

Now, six years later, it’s the Con¬ 
vention Center, as the tradition of 
Philadelphia tennis continues this 
week. 

As always — like last year when 
Conchita Martinez stunned top- 
ranked Steffi Graf — it should be 
memorable. i 
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Evert at ease 




~ C hris Evert jays she isn’t ner- ; 
fcvous about her return to te^rfis as ! 
Hi b roadcaster at the ^ir^flia 
r Slinis of Philadelphia, 

Ig^L et me out it in a gentle way,” . 
TSyerV"said. “Ifl were .doing the jj 
^finals at .Wimbledon, i think I’d l 
[be panicking. This is a big tourna- j 
Lment, but the eyes of the world 
""won’t be watching the match.” 
i--Evert, who turns, 40 next 
rnfohth, will do color/iommentary 
“ifor SportsChannel Philadelphia 
rand KYW-TV’s telecast of the 
hSUms semifinals and finals Satur¬ 
day and Sunday from the Penn¬ 
sylvania Convention Center, as¬ 
sisting KYW (Channel 3) 
sportscaster Lou Tilley. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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minus smile, back on court f 


By iVHKE KOLLER. , j 

Associated Press fy 


I PHILADELPHIA - A relaxed 
i but unsmiling Jennifer Capriati re¬ 
turned quietly to a tournament prac¬ 
tice court yesterday, concentrating 
more on her forehand than the peo¬ 
ple watching her. 

The 18-year-old who lost interest 
in tennis more than a year ago. was 
ail business at^the Pennsylvania Con¬ 
vention Center, ignoring a ‘crowd 


-watching her as she returned balls 
to new coach Jose Higueras. 

Capriati has a first-round match 
tomorrow night at 7 against 6 
seed Anke Huber in the Virginia 
Slims of Philadelphia. It is her first 
appearance In professional tennis 
since leaving the game and battling 
a host of personal problems, includ¬ 
ing drug addiction, 

BUT YESTERDAY, Capriati 
looked like she wanted to play $gain. 
She returned servesj^ith. powerful 


forehands for more than 30 minutes 
without a break, stopping occasion¬ 
ally to wipe her forehead. 

‘T wouldn’t say I’m in tip-top 
shape, but I feel good enough to 
break the ice,” Capriati said in a 
five-paragraph statement, declining 
interviews. “I’m not even thinking 
about winning or losing. Who thej 
opponent is doesn’t really matter. I 
just want to have fun out there.” I 

Capriati fought her way into the! 
pros at age 13 before leaving jthej 
game, citing burnout and injuries. I 


r 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Comeback Kid’ meets Huber 


By DAVID PORTER 

taff Writer 


2-DO- 



PHILADELPHIA - It seemed 
appropriate on Election Day, in a 
nty where the absentee ballot has 
xequently altered the course of en¬ 
tire elections, that the most compet¬ 
ing story at the $750,000 Virginia 
"dims of Philadelp hia oulif be sent - 
inBy proxy. * ' 

In a continuing demonstration of 
the micro-managed world of profes¬ 
sional tennis, Jennifer Capriati was 
both here and not here at the Penn¬ 
sylvania Convention Center, where 
she will play her first professional 
match in 14 months tomorrow night 
against No. 6 seed Anke Huber. 

While the Capriati Watch contin¬ 
ued around the clock, a tournament 
was going on, and here were some of 
yesterday’s winners: Chanda Rubin, 
who knocked off No. 7 seed Amy 
Frazier with 
surprising ease, 

6-1, 6-1; No. 4 
seed Gabriela 
Sabatini, who 
struggled early 
against qualifi- b 
er Jana Nejedly 

before settling l * i 

down for a 6-4, 1 >■- —I 

6-1 victory; and , . . 

No. 5 Natalia Sabatini 

Zvereva, who defeated Meredith 
McGrath, 6-4,6-3. 

Lori McNeil, who had been sched¬ 
uled to play Erika de Lone in the 
first round, withdrew with tendini¬ 
tis in her shoulder, and de Lone 
seized the opportunity to defeat her 
replacement, Mercedes Paz, 6-3,6-2. 

WHILE CAPRIATI was unavail¬ 
able to answer even the most innoc¬ 
uous of questions, attention turned 
to temporary coach Jose “I’m just 
her hitting partner” Higueras, a 
Spaniard who has made a name 
coaching Jim Courier for the last 
four years. 

Capriati, once the No. 6-ranked 
player in the world as a 15-year-old 
in 1991, is not ranked and hasn’t 
played a match since losing in the 
first round of the 1993 U.S. Open to 
Leila Meskhi, which explained the 
crowd that gathered to get a glimpse 
of her at the tournament practice 
courts yesterday. 

Never mind that there was actual 
tennis being played throughout the 
day down the hall, with umpires and 
linespeople and people keeping 
score. 


TODAY'S SCHEDULE 
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Brenda Schultz, Netherlands. 

Not before 7 p.m. 

Jennifer Capriati, Rancho Mirage, 

Calif., vs. Anke Huber (6), Germany; 

Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo., and 
Natalia Zvereva, Belarus (1) vs. Manon 
Bollegraf, Netherlands, and Zina Gar¬ 
rison Jackson, Houston. 

priati was hittingThe ball as crisply 
as ever during her practice session 
with Higueras, and appeared calm 
and relaxed off the court, 

“All I can say is, since I’ve been 
with her she’s seemed to be really 
enjoying it,” Higueras said. “We’ve 
been practicing about three or four 
hours a day, and she seems like she’s 
been having fun. I wasn’t around 
her before, but she has a very good 
attitude right now. 

“She’s hitting the ball real well 
and has been working hard. Timing- 
wise, she seems to be hitting the ball 
fine.” 

CAPRIATI DROPPED off the 
tour last fall and made news in the 
spring when she was arrested and 
eventually charged with possession 
of marijuana. After the arrest it was 
revealed that she had been in drug 
treatment earlier in the year and 
had moved out of her parents’ house 
in Saddlebrook, Fla. 

The family moved to Rancho Mi¬ 
rage, Calif., this fall, where Capriati 
met Higueras, who lives nearby. Hi¬ 
gueras, who studiously refrained 
from calling himself Capriati’s 
coach, hinted yesterday that his ar¬ 
rangement with Capriati is a tempo¬ 
rary one. 

“I have prior commitments, but if 
I can include her and help her, I’ll be 
more than happy to. But right now 
we’re just taking it one day at a 
time, one week at a time,” he said. 

At least one person won’t havfc 
any difficulty adjusting to what 



AP photo' Olenderj 

Jennifer Capriati returns the ball during a practice session p day in 
Philadelphia. She faces Anke Huber tonight. j 

sphere tonight. Huber recalled play- right. / . J 

ing against Martina Navratilova re- “Sometimes when j e playing ^ 
cently in her native Germany and better player it make 1 £> et on 
having her compatriots cheering for court and be more^y t0 P* a y* 
Navratilova. Playing a lower-rar pl a y er can 

actually be tougher/ 


sphere tonight. Huber recalled play¬ 
ing against Martina Navratilova re¬ 
cently in her native Germany and 
having her compatriots cheering for 
Navratilova. 

“I didn’t even know she was play¬ 
ing here — somebody called me up 
and told me,” Huber said yesterday 
afternoon after finishing a practice 
session on the same court Capriati 
had used earlier. “I was surprised. 
It's a little strange. It’s going to be 
difficult nc^v, because I don’t know 
what to expect. But I feel like I have 
nothing to lose.” 

When asked if he expected Ca¬ 
priati to be nervous making her de¬ 
but against a top-ranked player, Hi¬ 
gueras responded, “I think it would 
be strange if she’s not. But I think 


Kjgfssyes weren’t deceiving, Cfo u \^6'U 


RESU! 

*• 

Patty Fendick, Tahoe /V N |^ d ®/: 
anne Werdel, San Diego, fji ^ r inl!nMna Ll 
Lincoln, Mass., def. Merq az ' 

6-2; Chanda Rubin, Lafaf- a, i ? ef \ JflS’ 

zier (7), Rochester Hiils.h.?"^ 

Zvereva (5), Belarus, def d . ld 2 
land, Mich., 6-4, 6-3; / ala f d ' ft an , c ®' de , f - 
Linda Harvey-Wild, HavWoodsIN., 6-2, 3-6, 
6-3; Gabriela Sabatini M flen * ma ' def< Jana 
Neiedly, Canada, 6-4, 6-j. 


Conchita Martinez. a 2l? a}r 'f, !a Tarabmi, 
Argentina, def. Kate*i^ ,ee X a i Bu ' 3ar ‘ a ' a " d 
Robin White, Dei A,tl 0; Ar ]l anda 
Coetzer, South Afric^? 1edd ® r rt 
tain Valley, Calif., df Halard, France, jand 
Nathalie Tauziat, Ft 6 Lindsay 

Davenport, Murrietr'. an r a nL S J?» 

Wayne, Pa., def. Vig2j er ' Canada * a °d Kar¬ 
ine Quentrec, Francr * 








Capriati falls in long-awaited return 


By DAVID PORTER 

Staff Writer 




PHILADELPHIA - Like a con¬ 
tract holdout who steps up to the 
plate after missing all of spring 
training, Jennifer Capriati stepped 
onto a tennis court with the bright 
lights shining for the first time in 
over a year last night. While the 18- 
year-old didn’t quite hit a home run, 
she served notice that the prodi¬ 
gious talent that carried her into the 
top 10 as a 15-year-old may yet allow 
her to reach those heights again. 

With a crowd somewhere near 
15,000 people in Hall A of the Pennsyl- 


06£S882tr02 


TENNIS 

- 


vania Convention Center cheering 
her every move in her match against 
German Anke Hubej>the No. 6 seed 
at the Virginia ftfms of Philadel- 
phia, Capriati displayed her trade- 
mark power in a 64,3-6,6-1 loss that 
was either a testament to Capriati’s 
ability or to the talent level on the 
women’s tour. Huber, the No. 13- 
ranked player in the world, had her 
hands full for the first two sets, and 
only pulled away in the third when 
Capriati, visibly battling fatigue, be¬ 
gan to slip. 


“ITS GREAT to be back. It’s 
great to be playing out there again,” 
Capriati said afterward in front of a 
roomful of microphones and cam¬ 
eras. “My tennis felt better and 
stronger than in the last few match¬ 
es I played (in 1993). I got tired in the 
third set, because I’m not used to 
running like that.” 

Capriati’s travails since her 1993 
loss in the first round of the U.S. 
Open have been well-documented, 
from the arrest for shoplifting in a 
Tampa, Fla., mall in December to 
the drug possession charges in May 
and subsequent disclosure that she 
had undergone drug rehabilitation 
twice during early 1994. 


Yesterday Capriati said that de¬ 
spite not picking up a racket for 
nine months, she always felt she 
would return to the pro tour. 

“I LEARNED that I really love 
the game, and that it doesn’t matter 
if I win or lose,” she said. “I experi¬ 
enced a lot, and I got wiser. I found 
out what makes me happy. I learned 
a lot about myself.” 

While she stopped short of saying 
she would pursue a full tour sched¬ 
ule next year, she did express a de¬ 
sire to play in the Australian Open, 


Iutual 

i ?RESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

NOV 10, 1994 


THE TIMES 
TRENTON, NJ 

AM - 70,445 
SUN - 86,387 




' ■ rn u 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkw 0 



. . AP photo by Chris Gardner 

Jennifer Capriati reaches to make a return to Anke Huber. 



Capriati 

» continued from Cl 


the first of the four major events. 

“I’m just going to try to play my 
best,” she said. “I’m not expecting 
anything for myself. My goal isn’t to 
be No. 1 or anything, it’s to play and 
see how I do.” 

During Capriati’s hiatus, one of 
the players that kept in touch with 
her was Lindsay Davenport, who is 
the No. 3 seed here. 

“She went through her up and 
down periods, obviously,” Daven¬ 
port said yesterday before Capriati’s 
match. “But she always said she was 
going to come back. I think she just 
wanted to be away and really do oth¬ 
er things. I’d thought she’d maybe 
wait until next year to come back. 
She’s back because she missed it and 
because she wanted to have fun 
: again. She has a great attitude right 
. now and I think when she gets 
L through this, whether she wins or 
loses, the more she plays the less of a 
r _ deal it will be. I think she’s going to 
handle it well, win or lose.”' 


TODAY 


Beginning at 9 a.m. 

Natalie Tauziat vs. Kimberly Po 
Patty Fendick vs. Mary Pierce (2) 
Brenda Schultz vs. Lindsay Daven¬ 
port (3) 

Gabriela Sabatini (4) vs. Joanette 
Krugger 

Meiien Tu vs. Katerina Maleeva 
Patty Fendick/Meredith McGarth 
(2) vs. Gabriela Sabatini/Brenda 
Schultz 

Natalia Zvereva (5) vs. Julie Halard 
Beginning at 7 p.m. 

Lisa Raymond vs. Anke Huber (6) 
Jennifer Capriati/Mercedes Paz vs. 
Pam Shriver/Elizabeth Smylie (3) 


“I let her play in the second set too 
much,” Huber said. “But I played 
much better in the third.” 

Capriati fell behind 4-0 in the 
third set and was clearly too winded 
to rally. 

“She didn’t move as well,” said 
Huber, “but her shots were the same 
(as before). Maybe you don’t have 
the feel for the game after not play¬ 
ing for 15 months, but if she prac¬ 
tices and plays a few more matches, 
she’s going to be the same player she- 
was.” i 



CAPRIATI almost pulled off an 
improbable victory over Huber, who 
j appeared tense during the early part 
j of the match and was clearly 
[ spooked during certain stretches 
j when Capriati’s powerful strokes 
I had the crowd behind her. While Ca- 
i priati gained confidence during a 
l closely played first set, Huber be- 
t came more passive and allowed Ca- 
j priati to dictate play in the second 
\ set. 

r Capriati jumped to a 40 lead in 
I the second set and won the set on a 
cross-court forehand off a drop shot 
by Huber that brought the crowd 
^ out of its seats. 


c*L/^2_ 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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By DAVID PORTER 

Staff Writer 



PHILADELPHIA - Nathalie 
Tauziat probably figured this week’s 
Virginia Slimsof Ph i ladelphia w as 
goingldheanofEef'Typical week’ for 
her, anothpr spin on the weekly 
merry-go-round of the women’s ten¬ 
nis circuit. 

It would go something like this: 
Lose in the first or second round in 
singles, then spend the rest of the 
week playing doubles, maybe reach¬ 
ing the semifinals or even the final. 
The scenario looked even more like¬ 
ly when she drew No. 1 seed and 
defending champion Conchita Mar¬ 
tinez in the first round, and was re¬ 
united with doubles partner Julie 
Halard to prepare for the duo’s ap¬ 
pearance at next week’s season-end¬ 
ing Virginia Slims Championships. 

As of yesterday, Tauziat’s week be¬ 
came anything but typical. The 39th- 
ranked Frenchwoman, who had lost 
in the first or second rounds of 11 
tournaments this year, knocked off 
Martinez, the reigning Wimbledon 
champion, 64, 64, in one hour and 
23 minutes. This occurred less than! 


SUMS 

NOTEBOOK 

24 hours after Tauziat and Halard, 
one of eight doubles teams to quali¬ 
fy for next week’s Slims Champion¬ 
ships in New York, were bounced 
out of the tournament by the less 
heralded team of Amanda Coetzer 
and Debbie Graham. 

i 

“THIS IS my last (singles) tourna¬ 
ment of the year and I’m playing the 
No. 1 seed, so I have nothing to lose 
here,” Tauziat said. “When I play my 
best tennis I feel I can beat anybody, 
and today I played one of my best 
matches of the year.” 

It hasn’t exactly been a banner 
year for Tauziat, who was ranked as 
high as No. 11 in 1992, the year she 
reached the Wimbledon quarterfi¬ 
nals. But after a string of early- 
round defeats she has righted her¬ 
self, reaching the quarterfinals and 
semifinals, respectively, at her last 
two tournaments. 

Yesterday she chose her net ap¬ 
proaches carefully against Martinez, 


who possesses one of the tour’s most 
deadly arsenals of passing shots. 

“She passes really well, so I waited 
for the good balls to do it, so I did it 
when I had the chance,” Tauziat 
said. 

One chance came at 3-3 in the sec¬ 
ond set when she pressured Marti¬ 
nez into a backhand error to gain a 
service break and a 4*3 lead. After 
that, she held serve to go ahead 5-3, 
then got successive net cords on the 
final two points of the match, which 
caused Martinez to shake her head 
and gaze up at the ceiling as the 
final point concluded. 

“I haven’t been playing well at the 
end of this year, and I wish I knew 
why,” said Martinez, who is ranked 
No. 3 in the world and will partici¬ 
pate in next week’s championships. 
“I didn’t play too bad today. I was 
hitting the ball well and serving al¬ 
right, but she was just tough.” 

■ ■■ 

Amid the sound and fury accom¬ 
panying Jennifer Capriati’s return 
this week, Chanda Rubin, another 


teen prodigy who is a month older 
than Capriati, but who waited a year 
and a half to turn professional, has 
quietly been playing some of the 
best tennis of the tournament. 

Rubin reached the quarterfinals 
With a 6-2, 6-2 victory over qualifier 
Erika de Lone yesterday morning, a 
day after upsetting No. 7 seed Amy 
Frazier. Rubin’s next opponent will 
most likely be No. 4 seed Gabriela 
Sabatini, who faces qualifier Joh- 
nette Kruger today. 


Results 

Singles 

Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La., def. Erika de 
Lone, Lincoln, Mass., 6-2, 6-2/ Nathalie Tauziat, 
France, def. Conchita Martinez (1), Spain, 6-4, 6-4; 
Lindsay Davenport (3), Murrieta, Calif., def. Tami 
Whittinger-Jones, Neenah, Wise., 7-5, 6-3; Brenda 
Schultz, Netherlands, def. Pam Shrlver, Baltimore, 
6-4, 6-0; Katerina Maleeva, Bulgaria, def. Zina 
Garrison-Jackson, Houston, 6-4, 7-5. Anke Huber, 
Germany, def. Jennifer Capriati, Wesley Chapel, 
Fla., 6-4, 3-6, 6-1. 


Doubles 

Nino Louarssabishvlll, Republic of Georgia, and 
Lea Ghirardi, France, def. Jill Hetherlngton, Sara¬ 
sota, Fla., and Shaun Stafford, Gainesville, Fla., 6-3, 
6-2; Marianne Werdel, Palo Alto, Calif., and Tami , 
Whltlinger-Jones, Neenah, Wise., vs. Gabriela Saba¬ 
tini, Argentina, and Brenda Schultz, Netherlands;] 
Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo., and Natalia Zvereva, . 
Belarus (1), def. Manon Bollegraf, Netherlands, and 
Zina Garrison-Jackson, Houston, Texas, 6-2, 6-2. I 
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Troubled Capriati back on baseline 


By HARVEY ARATON 

The New York Times 


PHILADELPHIA — Jennifer Ca- 
priati was back on the baseline last 
j night, rooted to the place where a 
good deal of her problems began. 

She was back on the young wom¬ 
en’s tennis tour, in the back of the 
court, trading her powerful ground- 
strokes with a 19-year-old German 
named Anke Huber, who was once 
supposed to be the second coming of 
Steffi Graf. 

Capriati, of course, was going to 
be the next Chris Evert when she 
first hit the tour at 13, awash in cor- 


TIMNIS _ 

porate millions, hawking facial 
cream even before her own little 
war with the demon acne began. 

When Evert was in her prime, 
Bud Collins began calling tennis’ 
reigning baseline monarch Chris 
America. The closest Capriati actual¬ 
ly got to becoming a national source 
of pride was when she won the 
Olympic gold medal at Barcelona, 
Spain, in 1992. Soon she was losing 
matches and career interest, wan¬ 
dering from the court and into a 
rebellious drug culture that landed 


her a police record to go with her 
slipping computer ranking. 

Tennis mourned her. Sponsors de¬ 
serted her. She was another classic 
case of baseline burnout. 

THE PUSHY father, Stefano Ca¬ 
priati, took a well-deserved news me¬ 
dia beating. Women’s tennis stiff¬ 
ened its participatory guidelines, 
predictably grandfathering the 
newest child prodigies into a dull, 
depleted lineup. Capriati, mean¬ 
while, planned her comeback, at 18. 

Maybe she was going to have to 
shake her father’s obsession, one 
way or another. Maybe this is a story 
that has less to do with tennis, and 


more to do with family dysfunction. 
But maybe tennis, even professional 
tennis at 13, didn’t have to become 
the quagmire it was for Capriati, the 
monotonous, grueling, global tread¬ 
mill, topspin forehands to nowhere. 

Watching the Knicks the other 
night, I thought about Capriati when 
the camera stopped on Charlie 
Ward, the rookie point guard who 
shouldn’t plan on leaving coach Pat 
Riley’s bench too often. Ward, who 
has played college basketball at its 
highest level, is essentially being 
paid to observe, practice and learn. 


• see CAPRIATI, C3 
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He is only 22, and his sport is willing 
to let him grow. 

Young players in team sports do 
play, some better than others, but 
they all, even Dave Brown, generally 
get a break. Their mistakes are toler¬ 
ated with the hope they will get bet¬ 
ter. They are expected to try new 
things. 

In Capriati’s case, there was little 
or no room for that. The magic pro¬ 
gression for teenaged stars is to turn 
pro, get a ranking, then get a higher 
ranking. 

YOUR INCOME, your parents’ in¬ 
come, depends on it. Capriati wasn’t 
about to fool around with a game 
that made her a junior champion 
and a corporate powerhouse. She 
wasn’t going to hit her best serve 


and follow it to the net, unless the 
match was over and it was time to 
shake the opponent’s hand. 

She wasn’t going to diversify her 
game, make it easier on body, mind 
and soul. 

Tracy Austin, another short-cir¬ 
cuited child star, couldn’t take the 
physical beating of baseline tennis. 
These days, it’s a better bet that the 
head will give way before the body. 
Ask Jim Courier about that. 

Even the most gifted players who 
make their living from the back, 
who get few easy points, have to 
find ways to compensate. Before she 
was driven out of the sport by a lu¬ 
natic, Monica Seles took flights of 
fancy from tennis, slapping Wimble¬ 
don, wearing elaborate disguises. 
Andre Agassi has been on and off 
the tour, and at last summer’s U.S. 
Open, he may have discovered the 
best solution of all. He worked on his 
serve and has started going to the 
net, knocking off a volley winner or 
two. 


Capriati falls in 3 sets in return 


By BUCKY GLEASON 

Associated Prsss 


PHILADELPHIA - Jennifer Ca¬ 
priati, appearing to tire in the third 
set in her return to tennis, lost 64,3- 
6,6-1 last night to Anke Huber in the 
opening round of the 1750.000 Vir¬ 
ginia Slims of Philadelphia. 

Capriati, who spent more than a 
year away from the women’s tour 
because of burnout, injuries and le¬ 
gal problems, dropped the first 
three games of the final set to the 
German, who is ranked 13th in the 
world. 

Capriati was unable to recover in 


the final set after dropping the first 
four games. Capriati drew within 4-1 
in the third with her first ace, but 
never threatened. 

The 18-year-old Floridian smiled 
while receiving a warm greeting 
from the 4,500 fans at the Pennsylva¬ 
nia Convention Center. She wore a 
blue skirt, white shirt and a baseball 
cap supporting the Arthur Ashe 
Foundation for the Defeat of AIDS. 

Capriati’s groundstrokes were 
sound in the first two sets. She was 
able to find corners and hit deep 
forehands, as is her trademark, and 
stayed away from Huber’s power for 
most of the first set until the Ger¬ 
man won the final two games. 
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AP photo by Chrit Gardner 

Jennifer Capriati reaches to make a return to Anke Huber. 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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f Ca priati practices, 
letzer upset by Tu 

XhIlSDELPHIA — A re- 
laxed but unsmiling Jennifer 
^apriafi_returned quietly to a 
po umament practice cdurt 
^Monday, concentrating more on 
pier forehand than the people 
etching her. 

ECapriati has a first-round 
fitch Wednesday night (7 
against No. 6 seed Anke 
71 "Huber in the V irginia Slims of 
^Philadelphia Ht is her first ap- 
^gearance in professional tennis 
S^Jince leaving the game and bat- 
^ tling a host of personal prob- 
l^iJIms, including drug addiction. 

^ On Monday, Meilen Tu, a 
j-year-old high school student 
horn Northridge, Calif., upset 
manda Coetzer 6-1, 6-3 in the 
?ening round. 

ploetzer is seeded No. 8 and 
pranked No. 16 in the world. 
^T^Earlier, Joannette Kruger of 
T^ilouth Africa defeated Shaun . 
Stafford 6-3, 6-3, and Kimberly! 
Po eliminated Maria Alejandro y 
Ve nto 6-4 ,,. 1-6, 7-5. _ i j 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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vert also returns to tennis at Slims 


Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Chris 
fEvert says she isn’t nervous 
ptbout her return to tennis as a 
broadcaster at the Virginia Slims 
^-Philadelphia— "" 

at me put it in a gentle way,” 
gvert said in an interview pub¬ 
lished Monday. “If I were doing 
i=the finals at Wimbledon, I think 
I’d be panicking. This is a big 


tournament, but the eyes of the 
world won’t be watching the 
match.” 

This year’s tournament is 
highlighted by returns to the 
sport. Jennifer Capriati is return- 
ing to the tour after more than a 
year of inactivity with action in 
the Slims. 

Evert, who turns 40 next 
month, will do color commentary 
for KYW-TV (Channel 3). 



Source: https://www.industrydocumc . s.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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Faces Huber today at Virginia Slims of Philadelphia 



Hinu 


By CHRIS MACIEJEWSKI , 

For the Courier-Post 

PHILADELPHIA — Jennifer Capriati 
hasn’t played a professional tennis match 
in 14 months. That all ends today with a 
first-round. match at the 1994 Virginia 
Slims of Philadelphia at the Philadelphia 
"Convention” Center. * 

Capriati’s short career has been marked 
by an arrest for shoplifting and a drug 
possession charge, after which she spent 28 
days in a treatment center. The 18-year- 
old returns with a match against Germa¬ 
ny’s Anke Huber, the tournament’s sixth 
seed, tonight at 7 p.m. 

Capriati practiced Tuesday for her first 
match since an opening-round loss to Leila 
Meskhi at the 1993 U.S. Open. Afterward, 
she declined interviews. 

According to Jose Higueras, Capriati’s 
hitting partner, Capriati is ready for her 
comeback. 

"Since I’ve been with her, she seems to 
really enjoy playing,” said Higueras, who’s 
been hitting with Capriati for about a 
month. “We’ve been practicing three to 


For openers 

• Gabriela Sabatlni defeats Jana Nejedly 
6-4, 6-1. Page 2D _ 

four hours a day, and she appears very 
happy to be back playing tennis.” 

Several months after her U.S. Open 
loss, Capriati, who turned pro at the age of 
13, announced on Jan. 17 she needed a 
break from tennis and wanted 1 to finish 
high school. She had been arrested for 
shoplifting in December of 1993. In May of 
1994, Capriati was arrested in Florida and 
charged with marijuana possession. Re¬ 
ports also circulated following the incident 
that she had used cocaine. 

Packing both power and quickness, 
Capriati joined the professional tour as a 
highly touted 13-year-old in 1990. In her 
rookie season, the teenager lived up to 
every expectation. 

Capriati became the third-youngest 
player (14 years, six months and 29 days) 
to ever win a tour event when she defeated 
Zina Garrison to win the 1990 Puerto 
Rican Open. That same year, she became 


the youngest seed (No. 12 at Wimbledon) 
in Grand Slam history. Capriati’s star 
continued to shine when she defeated 
Steffi Graf to win the 4992 Olympic gold 
medal. 

Then came the growing pains. 

Higueras pointed out that Capriati’s ■ 
personal successes have been much more 
important than her successes on the court. 

“I care about Jennifer more than I care 
about Jennifer’s tennis,” Higueras said. 
“She’s a great little girl. I’m just glad to 
see her out playing and enjoying herself, 
again.” . _ : 

Higerus, who coaches Jim Courier, 
believes Capriati is , physically ready to 
return to professional tennis. | 

“Jennifer is hitting the ball very well,” 
Higueras said. “She’s been working very 
hard. We’ve been doing some running and 
going to the gym. So,, I think, her 1 
conditioning is fine.” 

Despite her off-court troubles, Capriati 
had finished all four of her professional 
seasons (1990-93) ranked among the Top 
10 players in the world until her self- 
imposed, 14-month layoff. 


By Bob Olender, Associated Press 

Return: Jennifer Capriati practices 
Tuesday for first match in 14 months. 


LUZZZZWZ 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 








By CHRIS MACIEJEWSKI 
For the Courier-Post 

PHILADELPHIA — Gabriela 
Sabatini, one-time challenger for 
the top spot in the Women’s 
Tennis Association Tour rank¬ 
ings, is in the throes of a 
prolonged slump. 

She hasn’t won a tournament 
since the 1992 Italian Open, 
hasn’t reached a Grand Slam 
final since Wimbledon in 1991 
and has fallen to No. 9, her lowest 
WTA ranking since 1986. 

At the Pennsylvania Conven¬ 
tion Center Tuesday, Sabatini 
won her first-round match 6-4, 
6-1 over Canadian Jana Nejedly 
at the 1994 Vir ginia S)jms of 
Philadelphia vnfIT ^r^eesliw~6-4, 
VT win. 

_ In of her action involving «eed- 
ed players, No. 7 Amy Frazier, 
who bounced Sabatini from last 
year’s event with a three-set 
quarterfinal win, fell to Chanda 
Rubin 6-1, 6-1 in another first 
round match. The only other 
seeded player to see action Tues¬ 
day was fifth-seeded Natalia 
Zvereva, who advanced to the 
second round with a 6-4, 6-3 win 
over Meredith McGrath. 

Throughout her career, Sabati- 
ni’s main weapons have been her 
looping groundstrokes. Loaded 
with topspin, Sabatini’s strokes 
kept Nejedly pinned at the base¬ 
line where Sabatini waited for a 
mistake or a short ball she could 
put away. 

Nejedly is part of an increasing 
number of players who hit the 
ball on a flatter, deeper line. 
Unlike Sabatini’s looping strokes, 


Nejedly’s style lets her hit more 
winners from behind the baseline, 
rather than come in behind short 
balls. 

Despite an improved serve that 
consistently topped 90 mph and 
the 11 double-faults that resulted 
from trying it, Sabatini still fell 
behind Nejedly, a qualifier 
ranked No. 141. 

Nejedly slugged her way to two 
early service breaks and then held 
serve for a 3-1 first-set lead. But 
Nejedly’s command of the match 
was short-lived. The 20-year-old 
Canadian wouldn’t hold serve 
again. Sabatini, whipping ground- 
strokes to the court’s corners and 
using her trademark topspin to 
loop shots over her opponent, won 
five of the next six games to take 
a one-set lead after 42 minutes of 
play. 

“It was hard,” Sabatini said. “I 
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glims, gf Philadelphia, 

Patty Fendick, Tahoe Village, Nev., d. 
Marianne Werdel, San Diego, 6-2, 6-4; 
Erika de Lone, Lincoln, Mass., d. Mer¬ 
cedes Paz, Argentina, 6-3, .6-2; Chanda 
Rubin, Lafayette, La., d. Amy Frazier, 
Rochester Hills, Mich., 6-1, 6-1; Natalia 
Zvereva, Belarus, d. Meredith. McGrath, 
Midland, Mich., 6-4, 6-3; Julie Halard, 
France, d. Linda Harvey-Wild, Hawthorn 
Woods, III., 6-2,3-6,6-3; Gabriela Sabatini, 
Argentina, d. Jana Nejedly, Canada, 6-4, 
6 1 . 


Today’s matches 

(Beginning at 9 a.m.) 

Jill Hetherington, Sarasota, Fla., and 
Shaun Stafford, Gainesville, Fla., vs. Lroj 
McNeil, Houston, and Rennae Stubbs, 
Australia. 


Erika de Lone, Lincoln, Mass., vs. 
Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La. 

Brenda Schultz, The Netherlands, vs. 
Pam Shriver, Baltimore, Md. 

(1) Conchita Martinez, Spain, vs. Nathal¬ 
ie Tauziat, France. . 

Tami Whltlinger-Jones, Neenah, Wis., 
vs. (3) Lindsay Davenport, Palos Verdes, 
Calif. 

Katerina Maleeva, Bulgaria, vs. Zina 
Garrison-Jackson, Houston. 

Marianne Werdel, Palo Alto, Calif., and 
Tami Whitlinger-Jones, Neenah, Wis., vs.. 
Gabriela Sabatini, Argentina, and Brenda 
Schultz, The Netherlands. 

Not before 7 p.m. 

Jennifer Capriati, Rancho Mirage, Calif., 
vs. (6) Anke Huber, Germany. 

(1) Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo, and 
Natalia Zvereva, Belarus, vs. Manon 
Bollegraf, The Netherlands, and Zina 
Garrison-Jackson, Houston. 


don’t think I played badly. I don’t 
think I was playing badly at any 
point, not even at the beginning. 
She was just playing very well. 
She surprised me at how well she 
played.” 

Down a set, Nejedly’s ground- 
strokes, placed deep along the 
baseline early, failed in the 
second set. Instead of moving 
Sabatini around, Nejedly ended 
points quickly on a barrage of 
unforced errors. 

Sabatini won 12 of 15 points to 
open a 3-0 lead in the second set. 
When Nejedly hit a backhand 
into the net, Sabatini had her 
sixth service break. The second 
set was only 17 minutes old, and 
Sabatini’s lead was 4-0. 

“I’m feeling pretty good about 
my serve,” Sabatini, who’ll meet 
another qualifier, Joanette Kruger 


of South Africa, in the second 
round, said. “I’ve been working on 
it a lot. It’s much more aggressive 
than it used to be. 

“It makes a big difference 


because I can now win a lot of free 
points. It also helps my confi-.... 
dence, because I can really hit my^ 
groundstrokes when I know I’m 
serving well.” 


. Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 




Capriati falls short 
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M Defeated: 

\Playing in her 
yfirst match in 14 
^months, Jennifer 
pCapriati loses to 
Anke Huber 6-4, 

6 - 1 . '2-qq^- < 

By CHRIS MACIEJEWSKI 
For the Courier-Post 

PHILADELPHIA — The 
, outcome didn’t matter. 

To Jennifer Capriati, all that 
mattered was that she was back 
doing what she does best, 
playing tennis. 

Wednesday, at the 1994 yir-. 
ginia S lims of Philadelphia» in 
tne Pennsylvania Convention 
Center, Capriati played her first 
professional tennis match in 14 
months. 

Capriati lost her opening- 
round match, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 to 
Germany’s Anke Huber, the 
tournament’s sixth seed. 

Nearly lost among the frenzy 
brought on by Capriati’s match 
was Nathalie Tauziat’s 6-4, 6-4 
first-round upset of defending 
champion and top-seeded Con- 
chita Martinez. 

Capriati appeared comfort¬ 
able hitting her groundstrokes, 
but tentative, especially early 
in the match when she served. 
Through her first two service 
games, Capriati didn’t hit a 
first serve above 79 mph or a 
second serve above 68 mph. 

After Huber ripped a win¬ 
ning cross-court backhand off a 
weak second serve, Capriati 
appeared to disgard her cau¬ 
tious approach. She fired in her 
next two first serves. Both 
topped 90 mph. 

As if served with another 
wakeup call, Capriati, bran¬ 
dishing a powerful forehand, 
stormed to a 4-0 lead on her 
way to evening the match at 
one set apiece. 

In the third set, Huber 
finally cut down on her un¬ 
forced errors and Capriati 
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By Nanine Hartzenbusch, Associated less 

Unseeded: Top-seeded Conchita Martinez returns the ball to Nathalie Tauziat during the Virqlia^ 
Slims, of Philadelphia Wednesday. Martinez was upset in straight sets 6-4, 6-4. 


couldn’t keep up the pace. 

Capriati’s appearance signi¬ 
fied an end to more than a year 
of discontent. 

After stepping away from the 
tour to finish high school 
following a first-round loss to 
Leila Meskhi at the U.S. Open 
in September of ’93, Capriati 
was arrested three months later 
for shoplifting a ring she said 
she simply forgot to pay for. 

But, Capriati’s world as a 
teenage tennis phenom came 
crashing down with an arrest on 
drug possession charges at a 


Miami hotel room last May. 

Capriati last won a match in 
August of 1993, when she 
defeated Arantxa Sanchez Vica- 
rio in the semifinals of the 
Canadian Open. 

Tauziat’s win ended twO'~ 
streaks and continued another. 
First, the win over Martinez, 
the reigning Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion, halted a dreadful streak 
that has dropped Tauziat’s 
world ranking to No.39. She 
began the year ranked 17th. 


Second, Martinez’s loss 
marks the first time si pc the 

WTA Tour returned to/Jrial- 
delphia (after an 11 -yjaf ab¬ 
sence) that the event’s Pi seed 
won’t be around for t|e final. 
Steffi Graf, the top seecthe last 
two years, won here in/992 and 
was runner-up to Maijnez last 
year. No.l seed Moipa Seles 
won the event Jn 191. 

Unfortunately for kartinez, 
the loss also kept aliv a stretch 
that finds her stumbpg toward 
the end of the ’94 sdson. 
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corned 
back to tennis tour 


Tfsoft^r 

PHILADELPHIA — When 
1 her practice session ended, 
Jennifer Capriati stopped to 
% chat with several players who 
o welcomed her back. Fans fob 
lowed and stopped her for au- 
- tographs. 

4 ,,. Though absent from the 
tour for more than a year, 
L • A 


Capriati, 18, seemed at ease 
and delighted to be back. 
Many fellow pros who saw 
her Monday said hello and 


■ Coetzer upset in opener.. C5 


gave her a hug. Capriati will 
play No. 6 seed Anke Huber 
Wednesday in the Vireini^ 
Slims of Philadelphia at the 
Pennsylvania Convention 
Center, in her first match 
since a 1993 U.S. Open first- 
round loss. 

"A lot of the players have 
been sending her notes and 
calling her/’ said Anne P. 
Worcester, head of the WTA 
Tour. "Much of her social life 
! was on the tour, and I think 
i she misses that.” 

Steffi Graf and Magdalena 
Maleeva called periodically 
I during her absence; Natalia 
I Zvereva and Lindsay Daven¬ 
port sent faxes from Oakland 
last week upon learning of 
her plans to return. 

Women pros and officials 
seem determined to be sensi- 



See CAPRIATI — C5 
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Returns to 
tennis tour 

FROM PAGE Cl ' | ) 

tive and supportive as Capriati 
attempts to overcome a series of 
troubling experiences that in- 
! eluded an arrest last May for pos¬ 
session of marijuana, 
j "We’re getting to know each 
other better, and I Really like 
her,” Davenport said. "I felt bad 
for her in her situation, because I 
don’t think it was her fault. I 
hope the media will be a little bit 
easy. I don’t think she had a seri- 
1 ous problem.” 

i ; Said Amanda Coetzer: ''She’s 
! acted pretty responsibly for the 
'last few months. I’m sure she’ll 
j work things out for herself.” 

* She takes the first step back 
without her parents, Denise and 
Stefano, but either or both might 
show if she’s still playing by the 
weekend. Capriati is also entered 
in the doubles, with Mercedes Paz 
of Argentina. She’s been working 
with Jose Higiieras since the fam¬ 
ily moved recently to Rancho Mi¬ 
rage, Calif., but Higueras says it’s 
a short-term arrangement. 

Capriati had planned to return 
to the tour last month in Zurich, 
Switzerland. "I started serious 
.practice sometime in August,” she 
said. "I thought that I would be 
ready last month, but I pulled a 
[groin] muscle, and that set me 

U "back. Gradually, my practices be- 

1 Come more intense. I really 

| stepped up my workouts the past' 

| week.” 

!■! ^ 1 


.vappap, nynoiwas otjee; ranled I 
No. 6 ipl i the world, isn!t sure if ; 
her next step will be along the ; 
same path. i 

"In regards to after this tourna- I 
ment and next year, I don’t i 
know,” she said. "Pm just goipg | 
4 to take things day-by-day. i 

|t "I wouldn’t say Fm in tip-top 
shape, but I feel good enough to ! 
break the ice. I’m not even think- 
ing about winning or losing. Who I 
^he opponent i$ doesn’t really ' 
matter. I just want to have fun j 
out there.” ! 

f\ _.J 

' « f 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Coetzer ousted in 1 st round 


fi6-year-old Tu pulls upset 


Said Coetzer: ”1 felt in the second set I could play 
back.” 



^school student from Northridge, Calif:, upset. 
lAm anda Coetzer 6-1, 6-3 Monday in the opening 
grou nd of the ,Virginia Slims of Philadelphia 
^^-Coetzer is seeded No. 8 and is ranked No. 16 in ^ 
lithe world. Last year the South African won tour- 
gmsments in Australia and Japan, but was able to 
gwin only one service game in this match — the 
Ifourt h game of the second set. 

te=A long deuce battle ensued in the ninth game of 
Rhe se cond set between the two, each using a two- 
Lhanded backhand. Tu closed the match when_ 
^Coetzer hit a lob out of court. 

~ _ *T k new if I played well, I’d have a chance,” Tu 
&atd. ”Lknew she" was a little bit nervous ^ecause I 
~came out playing pretty well. I was attacking right 
away. I didn’t give her any errors.” 


a No. 2 seed Mary Pierce advanced to the second, 
round with a 6-0, 6-1 rout of Tatiana Ignatiava of 
TBelarusse, Russia. 

Pierce won the first eight games and then ran oub 
-the contest from 2-1 in the second set. Ignatiava, 
ranked 112th in the world, double-faulted onthe. 
-final point. 

Earlier, Joannette Kruger of South Africa de-_ 
tfeated Shaun Stafford 6-3, 6-3, and Kimberly Po 
^eliminated Maria Alejandro Vento of Venezuela 6-4, 
T-6, 7-5. 

-- Defending champion Conchita Martinez of Spain 
■is the top seed in the $750.000 tournament, which 
^continues through Sunday at the Pennsylvania Con-1 
Wention Center. 

In first-round doubles, the second-seeded team of , 
^Patty Fendfck of Tahoe Village, Nev., and Meredith . 
^McGrath of Midland, Micjfr, defeated Amy .Frazier' 
of Rochester Hills, Mich., ^nd Kimberly, Po of Roll- 
ling Hills, Calif., 6-1, 6-3. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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AP / NANETTE KARDASZESKI 

Jennifer Capriati grins during a practice ses¬ 
sion Tuesday for her scheduled match tonight. 


I‘ /VVV7 By TOM COBOURN 

Staff reporter 

PHILADELPHIA — Scenes from the 
Virginia Slims of Philadelphia tennis 
championships: 

It’s 2:30 Tuesday afternoon and the 
tournament’s defending champion and 
reigning Wimbledon queen, Conchita 
Martinez, is swapping strokes on a prac¬ 
tice court with possibly the best doubles 
player in the world, Gigi Fernandez. 

The room — actually a beautifully con¬ 
verted train shed, part of the new Penn¬ 
sylvania Convention Center aka can- 
tains a VIP dining area, where fans have 
a close-up view of these players casually 
at play. 

A troupe of electronic media members 
is ushered in alongside one court, fol¬ 
lowed by the print reporters, who are 
instructed to stay some 25 feet from the 
courts. This peep show is carefully or¬ 
chestrated by WTA Tour staffers, wear¬ 
ing badges and carrying walkie-talkies. 

So what’s wrong with this picture? 
Really wrong? 

All this secret service 1 stuff, all the 


Beginning at 9 a.m, 

Heatfierington/Stafford vs. McNeil/Stubbs 

Chandra Rubin vs. Erika de Lone 

Brenda Schultz vs. Pam Shriver 

Conchita Martinez (1) vs. Nathalie Tauziat i 

Lindsay Davenport (3) vs. Tami Whitlinger- j 

Jones 

Katerina Maleeva vs. Zina Garrison-Jackson : j 

Werdel/Whitlinger-Jones vs. Sabatini/Schultz j 

7 p*m. 

Jennifer Capriati vs. Anke Huber (6) 5 

G-Femandez/Zvereva vs. Bollegraf/Garrisorv j 

Jackson . . . j. 

media attention, all the stares from the 
tennis patrons is not directed at Marti¬ 
nez. 

It’s for Jennifer Capriati, who in the 
last 14 months has been arrested for 
shoplifting and drug possession and has 
not played a tennis match. This is her 
grand return to tennis and, like it or not, 
it’s an event. 

The media is instructed that it can 
catch a quick glimpse of the former ten¬ 


nis darling, just don’t feed her 1 any ques¬ 
tions. She’s only talking after matches, J 
and then only about her tennis, hi fact, j 
the quotes now in newspapers come from 
a sheet supplied by the WTA. 

Capriati doesn’t play her first match 
until tonight at 7. Considering the long 
layoff and her opening opponent, sixth- 
seeded Anke Huber of Germany, it could [ 
well be her only match. 

"I’m not even thinking about winning 
or losing,” she says, via quote sheet. 
"Who the opponent is doesn’t really mat¬ 
ter. I just want to have fun out there.” 

If the 18-year-old does win, then she 
continues to be the overriding story of 
the tournament. Her next match would 
be against local star Lisa Raymond of 
Wayne, Pa. Until she loses, it’s a one- , 
woman show. 

It’s very similar to last week’s tour 
event in Oakland, when 14-year-old 
African-American Venus Williams made 
her pro debut. Williams won one match 1 
before losing a three-setter to Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, the world’s No. 2 
player. Until that point, it didn’t really t 
matter that Martina Navratilova was ■ 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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playing in her next-toJast tournament 
before retiring from the tour. 

But this is how Capriati and her agent, 
Barb Perry (also the tournament direc¬ 
tor), feel is the most comfortable way to 
get back into the game. 

All seemed right with the world when 
, Capriati played her first pro match be- 
! fore her 14th birthday and set numerous 
' age records, had a crush on Bart Simp¬ 
son and was the smiling, giggling school¬ 
girl. Somewhere along the way, she suc¬ 
cumbed to the pressure and fame arid 
became the perfect argument against 
girls turning pro so young. 

Shp left the sport last year as a very 
depressed teen-ager. Now, the Capriati 
camp is trying to head off any emotional 
flashbacks as she tries to get on with her 
life and her tennis, a year older and 10 
years wiser. 

"She’s a regular girl and a great teiinifc 
player,” said Jose Higueras. "I just hope 
to see her out there playing and happy 
again. [The Huber match] will be a good 
match for the crowd jcj enjoy and hope- 

See CAPRIATI — C6 


t 


FROM RAGE Cl ( 

’ully she plays hWellJ 'If those 
hings happen, it doesn’t really 
patter what the outcome is.” 
jj Higueras says he is not Capria¬ 
ti’s coach, though his role the 
past month has been very coach¬ 
like. They crossed paths at a ten¬ 
nis club in Palm Springs, Fla., 
and have hit together for the past 
month. Higueras is Jim Courier’s 
coach and works with the USTA 
program, but he has accompanied 
her here as a practice partner. 

Higuei;as has been the closest 
link to the silent Capriati prior to 
her first match, and while he fills 
in some gray areas, he also avoids 
controversy. Asked if Capriati’s 
father — a source of her discon¬ 
tent last year — is still her coach, 
he replied: "Well, I don’t know.” 
Was he at the club when Hig¬ 
ueras hit with Capriati? don’t 

T 


know.” 

Whatever, this: is, the last tour 
nament of the year aside from th< 
Virgin i a Slims Championships ii 
TNew York, which Capriati obvi 
ously did not qualify for. So Ca 
priati will play tonight, rnayh 
again this week, then step back 
see where she is at this point anc 
go from there. 

"In regards to after this tournal 
ment and next year,” the shee| 
quoted Capriati, "I don’t knowj 
Im just going to take these things 
day by day.” 

DROP SHOTS: Lori McNeil, whJ 

reached the semifinals of Wimble! 
don tins year, withdrew becausi 
of tendinitis in the right shoulder] 
She was replaced by Mercedei 
Paz of Argentina, who lost Tues| 
day morning to Bostonian Erik; 
de Lone 6-3, 6-2. 
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PHILADELPHIA SLIMS TENHIS 


Rubin knocks off Frazier 


_ K-^fT if\! 

|j Associated SdisC ' 

| PHILADELPHIA — Chanda 
j Rubin, hitting powerfully from 
I the backcourR upset No. 7 seed 
1 Amy Frazier 6-1, 6-1 Tuesday in 
the first round 1 of the Virginia. 
1 of Philadelphia. 

No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini of Ar¬ 
gentina overcame 11 double-faults 
i to defeat Jana Nejedly of Canada 
i 6-4, 6-1 in a night match. 

j ". Tonight, Jennifer Capriati will 

i play her first match in more than 
; a year when she faces No. 6 Anke 
| Huber of Germany. Top seed and 
defending champion Conchita 
I Martinez of Spain will begin her 
I defense of the title against Na¬ 
thalie Tauziat of France. 

Frazier was unable to cope with 
! the speed and power of Rubin’s 
i driving shots in the 43-minute 

i / A 




match. Rubin won the first set on 
the second set point on a netted 
shot by Frazier. 

Frazier set up match point at 

5- 1 in the second set by double- 
faulting. Rubin then ended the 
match with a swift cross-court 
passing shot. 

Rubin next will face Erika de 
Lone, who advanced with a 6-3, 

6- 2 win over Mercedes Paz of Ar¬ 
gentina. Paz was a replacement 
for ,,Loji McNeil, who withdrew 
from the tournament because of 
shoulder tendinitis. 

Nejedly broke for a 3-1 first-set 
lead but Sabatini won seven 
straight games to move from a 4-3 
deficit to a 4-0 lead in the second 
set. Nedjeley lost match point by 
netting a backhand volley. 

In other matches, No. 5 Natalia 
Zvereva of Belarus defeated Mere- 

A 


dith McGrath 6-4, 6-4; Patty Fen- 
dick beat Marianne Werdel 6-2, 
6-4; and Julie Halard of France 
prevailed over Linda Harvey-Wild 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Fendick won the first set with a 
passing shot for a break. Werdel 
fought off three match points- in 
the second set, then yielded ’on 
the fourth match point. 

McGrath lost her service in the 
10th game of the second set, los¬ 
ing the match on the second 
match-point with & cro^-courL 
backhand drive over the baseline. 

The key to Halard’s victory was 
the fourth game of the third set in 1 
which Harvey-Wild double-faulted 
twice, the second time on game , 
point, to fall behind 3-1. Halard 
won in the ninth game on the 
second match point. 


Philadelphia Slims 

^Tfgles* * 

Rrst Round in i. 

Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La., def. Amy Frazier 
(7), Rochester Hills, Mich., 6-1, 6-1. 

Patty Fendick, Tahoe Village, Nev., def. Marianne 
Werdel, San Diego, 6-2, 6-4. 

Erika de Lone, Lincoln, Mass., def. Mercedes 
Paz, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus, def. Meredith 
McGrath, Midland, Mich., 6-4, 6-4. 

Julie Halard, France, def. Linda Harvey-Wild, 
Hawthorn Woods, III., 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Gabriela Sabatini (4), Argentina, def. Jana 
Neiedly, Canada, 6-4, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Conchita Martinez, Spain and Patricia Tarabini, 
Argentina, def. Katarina Maleeva, Bulgaria, and ’ 
Robin White, Del Mar, Calif., 6-4, 6-0: i ,i 

Amanda Coetzer, South Africa, and Debbie Gra¬ 
ham, Fountain Valley, Calif., def. Julie Halard and ' 
Nathalie Tauziat, France, 6-4, 7-6 (7-4). 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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by Schultz serves 

No. 3 seed can’t handle Schultz power 


By BUCKY GLEASON 

r*TVtel3ociated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — Brenda 
Schultz, ripping off serves of more 
than 105 mph, defeated Lindsay 
^Davenport 2-6, 6-2, 64 Thursday 
in the second round of the 
$750,000 Virginia Slims' of Phila- 
4g1phia..... 

octiultz powered her way past 
the third seed, who is_ among the 
hardest baseline hitters on the 
womens tour. 

"I knew the only way to beat 
Lindsay was to hit harder than 
she does,” Schultz said. "If she 


Schultz hit consecutive aces 
early in the third set, prompting a 
frustrated Davenport to scream, 
"Get me out of here.” The 18-year- 
old Californian took a 3-2 lead in 
the third, but was broken at 44 
before Schultz served for the 
match. 

"You try to weather the, storm,” 
Davenport said. "You just try to 
get balls back in. I couldn’t do 
that.” 1 

Schultz, 23, of the Netherlands, 
also got easy points when Daven¬ 
port made returns. Schultz used 
her powerful forehand down the 


starts hitting hard and cranking „ line after being set up by Daven- 
it up, she’ll hit winners all over port’s weak lobs. 


the place.” ' Fendick had a 

Jennifer Capriati pulled out of first set before 
doubles competition after sustain- straight games, 
ing a sore right shoulder during tacked Fendick’s 
her first singles match in more ond set and wor 
than a year. with a powerful 

Capriati was to play with Mer- the line. 

'“'cedes Paz against Pam Shriver ■ Pierce," • ranks 

and Elizabeth Smylie in a first- world, remains th 
round match. On Wednesday, Ca- the tournament 
priati lost 64, 3-6, 6-1 to Anke Conchita Martin 
Huber in singles. out in the first r< 

In other second-round singles Nathalie Tuzia 
matches Thursday, No. 2 seed tinez in her first i 
Mary Pierce struggled early be- nated by KimberJ 
fore winning 10 of the last 11 less than 18 hour 

games en route to a 6-3, 6-1 vie- victory. Pd wor 

■tory over Patty Fendick. games and beat 

Pierce will next play 16-year-old backhand lob at 
newcomer Meilen Tu, who de- "I wasn’t expec 
feated Katerina Maleeva 64, 6-3. a letdown, but I 
Tu, a wild-card entry from North- would,” Po said, 

ridge, Calif., won for the second you beat Conchit 

time on the tour to advance to have to play ... i 

the quarterfinals. 

No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini got off Resi 

to a slow start before beating Jo- sing 

anette Kruger 6-4, 6-0. Sabatini Second 

will play Chanda Rubin in the Na S e er )^at, Fran 
quarters. Mary p, ierce ( 2 ), Fr; 

Schultz, clocked with the hard- dick, Tahoe Village, N 
est serv&Vt 113: mph earlier thisi Brenda Schultz, Ne 
‘“year, s in the final say Davenport(3), Pal. 

"Eh She G ^riela Sabatini, 

game^ l ^^li 6 )ii^ we( j effective 

DayenpfT^ }n ,„ jnninff the first/ v M ^ at aria Zve.cfe,^ 


Fendick had a 3-2 lead in the 
first set before Pierce won four 
straight games. Pierce then at¬ 
tacked Fendick’s serve in the sec¬ 
ond set and won the final point 
with a powerful backhand down 
the line. 

■ Pierce,.ranked fifth in the 

world, remains the highest seed in 
the tournament after top-seeded 
Conchita Martinez was knocked 
out in the first round. 

Nathalie Tuziat, who beat Mar¬ 
tinez in her first match, was elimi¬ 
nated by Kimberly Po 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 
less than 18 hours after her upset 
victory. Pd won the final two 
games and beat Tauziat with a 
backhand lob at match point. 

"I wasn’t expecting her to have 
a letdown, but I was hoping she 
would,” Po said. "It’s hard when 
you beat Conchita, and then you 
have to play ... me.” 

Results 
Singles 
Second Round 

Kimberly Po, Rolling Hills, Calif., def. 
Nathalie Tauziat, France, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. 

Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Patty, Ferp 
dick, Tahoe Village, Nev., 6-3, 6-1. 

Brqnda Schultz, Netherlands, def, /Lind¬ 
say Davenport (3), Palos Verdes, Caijfl, 2-6, 
6-2,64. ! 

I ( Gabrieja Sabatini, Argentina, ddf. Jo- 

Trfe de f- Kater- 
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Capria ti pulls out of doubles 

P^OOCTM 0 

~ * .T3UTT ATM? 


ociated Press 


^PHILADELPHIA — Jennifer 
yJSa priati withdrew from the 
pgubles in the Vfrgjpia Slims. 
&of Philadelphia, Thursday be- 
=—Sayse of-'a sore right shoulder. 


— Davenport upset in S l ims ... C4 

C apriati was scheduled to 
l^pl ay with Mercedes Paz 
^against third-seeded Pam 
L Shriver and Elizabeth Smylie 
run a “first-round match. On 
Wednesday , Capriati played 


her fust tournament match in 
more than a year, losing 6-4, 
3-6 x 6-1 to Anke Huber. 

Tournament officials were 
_not sure of the severity of the , 
injury and did not know when 
Capriati would begin playing 
_co_mpeiitively again. They said 
her shoulder became sore from 
playing against Huber. 

Capriati previously was 
plagued by injuries and per¬ 
sonal problems since leaving 
the women’s tour. A pulled 
groin muscle kept her out of 
the European Indoors. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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I in gaining Slims semis 

Pierce next wil1 P la y Zvereva 

" ^ \xr h hdH Taw nrnKlAmc: Witt 


PHILADELPHIA — Second- 
seeded Mary Pierce jumped to big 
leads in each set Friday and beat 
newcomer Meilen Tu 6-2, 6-4 to 
reach the semifinals of the 
$750,000 Virginia Slims of Phila-^ 
de lphia. 

Pierce, fighting a head cold, 
surrendered just three points in 
* the fbet -three games- of the first 
set and just four in the first three 
games of the second set* 

”1 feel I’m playing well consid¬ 
ering how I feel,” Pierce said. 
"It’s always tough when you’re 
not feeling well becauseat’s hard 
to stay focused, and you get tired 
more easily.” 

Also advancing to the semi¬ 
finals were No. 5 Natalia Zvereva, 
/who beat Brenda Schultz 6-1, 7-6, 
Anke Huber, a 6-3, 6-2 winner 
over Kimberly Po, -and Gabriela 
Sabatini, who defeated Chanda 
Rubin, 6-3, 6-0, 

.Tii, ranked 604th in the world, 

broke Pierce’s serve to draw 
within 5-4 in the second set, but 
Pierce broke back with a power¬ 
ful backhand at match point. 
Pierce has lost just 11 games in 
her first three matches. 

The 16-year-old Tu, of North- 
ridge, Calif., was a wild-card en¬ 
trant and had played just 10 pro¬ 
fessional matches before facing 
the No. 5 women’s player. It was 
the second time Tu reached the 
quarterfinals of a tournament. 

t( It was just another match — 
no big deal,” Tu said. "If you 
start thinking you can't play with 
those players, it can get a little 
overwhelming/’ 

. Pierce, the top remaining seed' 
ip the tournament, went up 3-0 in 
the first set before Tu drew within 
1 3-2. Pierce capitalized when Tu 
double-faulted on her next two 
service games. 


Pierce next will play Zvereva, 1 
who had few problems with 
Schultz’s powerful serve in the 
first set and won five of the first . 
six points in a second-set tie¬ 
breaker. 

Zvereva, who has not lost a set , 
in the tournament, broke Schultz 
twice in the first set. The two J 
stayed on serve in the second urv j 
til Schultz hit into the net to give ! , 
Zvereva a 3-1 lead in the tie¬ 
breaker. i 

’ Schultz, the most powerful || 
server on the women’s tour, had t 
12 aces but double-faulted at 
match point. Zvereva won the tie- 1 
breaker 7-4. 

Huber used her relentless 
groundstrokes and took advan¬ 
tage of Po’s sloppiness. Hubef 
grabbed a 4-1 lead with a fore¬ 
hand smash in the second set- 
Three games later, she broke Po’s 
serve for the victory. 

"She made a lqf ,of easy rate- - 
takes * ‘Huber said. "I thought af¬ 
ter the first set, I could win each 
game. I was confident I would win 
the match.” 

Huber has had perhaps the 
toughest route into the semifinals. 
She had to overcome the return of 
Jennifer Capriati in the first 
round, was stretched to three sets 
by local star Lisa Raymond in a 
match that ended near midnight 
and returned to beat Po Friday 
afternoon. 

Huber will play Sabatini in the 
semifinals today. Sabatini com¬ 
mitted eight double-faults in the 
first set before settling down, in 
the second. 

Friday’s results 

Singles ■ , 

Quarterfinals 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus, def. Brenda Schultz, 
Netherlands, 6-1, 7-6 (7-4). 

Anke Huber (6), Germany, def. Kimberly Po, 
Incline Village/ Nev„ 6-3, 6-2. ; ■ \ 

Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Meilen Tu, Worth - 
ridge, Calif., 6-2, 6-4. 

Gabriela Sabatini (4), Argentina, def. Chanda Rubin, 
Lafayette, La., 6-3, 6-0. 
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AP/CHRIS GARDNER 


Mary Pierce of France returns a shot to Melilen Tu of Northridge, Calif., during 
their quarterfinal round match Friday in the Virginia Slims of Philadelphia. I 
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Huber tops Pierce to win Slims 


By BUCKY GLEASON 

yooufl Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Anke Huber 
played the best set of her career 
and hung on to defeat Mary Pierce 
6-0, 6-7 (4-7), 7-5 for the champion¬ 
ship of the $750.000 Virginia Slims 
gf Plliladelphim 

^AHuber^neaHy* blew a 4-0 lead in 
the third set before she settled 
down for her third victory of the 
season. The 19-year-old German 
won the final two games in the 
third set and broke Pierce’s serve 
with a forehand to win the tourna¬ 
ment. 

"She pushed me,” Huber said. 
"She was always there, and she 
never gave up. I just tried to play 
my game, and it worked out.” 

Huber, who earned $150,000, has 
won two tournaments and is ranked 
13th in the world despite not hav¬ 
ing a coach since September. She 
also beat Pierce in the Porsche Ten¬ 
nis Grand Prix in Germany last 
month. 

Huber had the most difficult 
route to the final. She had three-set 
victories over Jennifer Capriati and 
Lisa Raymond, beat Kimberly Po in 
two sets and Gabriela Sabatini in 
three sets before facing the second- 
seeded Pierce. 

"I’m much more comfortable on 
the court, and I think I* have much 
more fun out there,” Huber said. "I 
just take it more easy, and I relax 



AP/ttUSTY KENNEDY 

Anke Huber slams a backhand during 
her victory Sunday in the Yuffinia Slims . 

more on the court.” 

Pierce, ~ ranked fifth, earned 
$67,500 for second place. She is win¬ 
less in five finals this year, and has 
not beaten Huber in three career 
matches. 

Pierce hammered ja 97-mph ace 
and won three straight games to 
make it 5-5 in the third set. She 
fought off three match points ear¬ 
lier before Huber put her away. 


"I really felt that I had a chance 
to win the match,” Pierce said. "It’s 
really tough to lose a match like 
that because I was down practically 
the whole match. It’s just too bad 
that I went that far and lost those 
last two games.” 

Pierce had not lost a set until 
Huber played nearly flawless tennis 
in winning the first set in 22 min¬ 
utes. 

Huber lost only six service points 
in the first set and lost only eight 
points in the first five games. 

Huber kept Pierce running along 
the baseline with deep returns and 
hit winners with cross-court fore¬ 
hands. • 

"She was running around like 
she didn’t know where to go, what 
to do and where to play,” Huber 
said. 

Huber looked like she would win 
easily when she went up 2-0 in the 
second set, but Pierce came back 
with an assortment of drop shots 
and forehand winners. 

Pierce made it 4-4 when Huber 
double-faulted. Pierce won the sec¬ 
ond set tiebreaker when Huber 
committed her sixth double-fault 
and hit a forehand long. 

In the doubles final, top-seeded 
Gigi Fernandez and Natalia Zver¬ 
eva defeated Gabriela Sabatini and 
Brenda Schultz, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. Fernan¬ 
dez and Zvereva shared $45,000, 
while Sabatini and Schultz shared 
$22,500. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Raymond saves best for last 


in opener 


By DENNIS DEITCH 

Of the Times Staff 


PHILADELPHIA — The match ap¬ 
peared to be over enough times. 

Ten minutes into her opening-round 
1 match of the Virginia Slims of Phi lad el- 
Inhirj r IVn nig tournament at the Philadel¬ 
phia Convention Center last night, it 
looked as if Wayne's Lisa Raymond 
would have plenty of time to visit her 
family and friends. 

Rut that’s why Raymond and op¬ 
ponent Sandra Cacic were hitting tennis 
balls over the net, rather than throwing 
horseshoes or hand grenades. 

And that was why — despite the fact 
_ she looked, overmatched when Cade won 
' the first four games of the first set; even 
though she stormed to a four-game lead 
to kick off the third set; although she 
faced a match point in the second set ... 
Raymond didn’t put “almost” six-feet 
under until she planted a backhand 
neatly in the right comer and sent her 
hometown crowd home happy courtesy 
, of a 2-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5 win. 

“I didn’t want to lose in the first 
round in my hometown,” Raymond said, 
fighting a losing battle with a scratchy 
throat afterward. “And that was in my 
head, even though I know it’s something 
I should block out.” 

If a little water splashed in the kisser 
was what Raymond needed to break out 
, of the early jitters, then Cacic’s 4-0 start 
*was like drinking out of a fire hose. 

: “She came out playing real well,” said 

Raymond. “And, to be honest, as a 
whole I didn’t feel real confident out 
there.” 


Although she somewhat snapped out 
of the daze caused by the early attack 
by Cacic, Raymond dropped the first set. 

The second set, however, was where 
the see-saw ride began, with both play¬ 
ers battling wits and forehands from 
end line to end line. When Raymond 
strung together a couple of her 11 aces, 
she followed up with one of Her seven 
double faults. 

Cacic obliged at the other end, as her 
aggressive forehand wallops that 
seemed to pass through the net in the 
first set began to lose their slight of 
hand. 

Still, after each lady broke the other 
three times in the second set, all of the 
bounces canceled, which left a tie¬ 
breaker to decide Raymond’s fate. 

When a weak backhand by Raymond 
didn’t clear the net, Cacic was ahead, 6- 
5, with a chance to finish it on her 
serve. But the 20-year-old Florida native 
hit a forehand long, then duffed a back¬ 
hand to put the ball in Raymond’s court. 

She wouldn’t miss the chance, uncork¬ 
ing a searing backhand down the base¬ 
line to force a third and final set. 

When Raymond won 16 of the next 19 
points and took a 4-0 advantage, it was 
over. 

Not. 

Cacic suddenly found her ground- 
strokes and won the next five games, 
putting Raymond on the brink. 

But Raymond broke serve in the 10th 
game, then saved her best serve for the 
best time as a 92-mile per hour BB hit 
the middle line for an ace and a 6-5 
Raymond lead. At wit’s end, Cacic made 
three unforced errors to set up the back¬ 
hand that would, finally, end it. 

t ■■ r i : 


VIRGINIA 

SLIMS 

Jennifer is back 

■ Troubled Capriati practices for match 
in Philly tomorrow night. Page 57. 


Now, Raymond will watch with keen 
interest as she sees if she will play per¬ 
haps the only player receiving a higher 
raise of the eyebrow from the stands 
than herself, Jennifer Capriati. First, 
Capriati must get past sixth-seed Anke 
Huber. 

“I think you forget how talented (Ca¬ 
priati) is,*’ said Raymond, who won’t 
have long to dissect her singles perform¬ 
ance, since she and Lindsay Davenport 
make up the fourth-seeded doubles team 
that takes on Vicky Paynter and Karine 
Quentrec in the first round tonight. 
□ □□ 

It didn’t take long for a big upset to 
hit as eighth-seed Amanda Coetzer, the 
16th-ranked player in the world, was 
thrashed by 16-year-old Meilen Tu of 
Northridge, Cal., 6-1, 6-3 early yester¬ 
day afternoon. Tu, who was ranked 
604th in the world entering the tourna¬ 
ment, is playing in only the fifth tourna¬ 
ment of her career. At the Bank of the 
West Classic last week in Oakland, Tu 
dropped a 6-3, 6-4 decision to 34th- 
ranked Meredith McGrath in the open¬ 
ing round. Yesterday, Tu needed just 69 
minutes to defeat the South African. Tu 
showed a great amount of poise in a 
pair of long games in the second set, 


including the match-clinching game in 
which she fell behind 0-30 before hang¬ 
ing on for the win. Tu, who won the 
USTA National Girls 18s Championship j 
to earn a spot in the U.S. Open, plays 
the winner of the match between Kat- I 
erina Maleeva and Zina Garrison- 
Jackson ... If the opening day of action ! 
was any indication, second-seed Mary 
Pierce could be the player to beat. The j 
American-born Frenchwoman thumped 
Tatiana Ignatieva, 6-0, 6-1. Pierce need- t 
ed only 18 minutes to win the first set, j 
which is about two minutes faster than 
it takes to find a parking spot outside 
the Convention Center. At least the 
swift loss gave Ignatieva, a native of 
Belarus, enough time to catch the last 
tour of Independence^ Hall. Thanks to ‘ 
Coetzer’s early exit, Pierce has no 
chance of facing a seeded opponent until 
the semis ... In other action, Joannette 
Kruger of South Africa will most likely 
face fourth-seed Gabriela Sabatini after 
defeating Shaun Stafford, 6-3, 6-3. The 
Argentine beauty will kick off her tour¬ 
nament tomorrow night when she takes 

on Jana Nejedly ... Kimberly Po had by 
far the busiest day of any player. The 
unseeded 23-year-old was on the court 
for one hour, 48 minutes before outlast¬ 
ing Maria Vento in three sets, 6-4, 1-6, 
7-5. The Rolling Hills, Cal. native shook 
hands with Vento at 12:30 in the after¬ 
noon, but she had barely enough time to 
shower before she and doubles partner 
Amy Frazier had to take the court 
against the second-seeded tandem of 
Patty Fendick and Meredith McGrath at 
2:05 p.m. Fendick and McGrath needed 
only 56 minutes to move into the quar- j 
terfinals with a 6-1, 6-3 win . 
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Capriati practices, will play tomorrow night 


By MIKE ROLLER 

Of The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — A relaxed but 
unsmiling Jennifer Capriati returned 
quietly to a tournament practice court 
yesterday, concentrating more on her 
forehand than the people watching her. 

The 18-year-old who lost interest in 
tennis more than a year ago w&S all 
business at the Pennsylvania Conven¬ 
tion Center, ignoring a crowd watching 
her as she returned balls to new coach 
Jose Higueras. 

Capriati has a first-round match to¬ 
morrow night (7 p.m.) against No. 6 
seed Anke Huber in the 
[of Philadelphia. It is herTiS^^pea?' 
anceTB 1 JJWJlBSHbnal tennis since leav¬ 
ing the game and battling a host of 


personal problems, including drug ad¬ 
diction. 

But yesterday, Capriati looked like 
she wanted to play again. She returned 
serves with powerful forehands for 
more than 30 minutes without a break, 
stopping occasionally to wipe her fore¬ 
head. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m in tip-top shape, 
but I feel good enough to break the 
ice,” Capriati said in a five-paragraph 
statement, declining interviews. Tm 
not even thinking about winning or los¬ 
ing. Who the opponent is doesn’t really 
matter. I just want to have fun out 
there.” 

Capriati fought her way into the pros 
at age 13 before leaving the game, cit¬ 
ing burnout and injuries. A year ago 
she was arrested for shoplifting and 
last May was charged with marijuana 
possession at a hotel in Coral Gables, 


TENNIS 


Fla. She entered a drug rehabilitation 
center soon afterward. 

She said she began practicing seri¬ 
ously in August and had intended to 
return last month before pulling a 
muscle. 

“In regards to after this tournament 
and next year I don’t know,” she said. 
“I’m just going to take things day by 
day.” 

Her colleagues welcomed her return. 

“I think it’s great, she’s always been 
great for tennis,” said Amanda Coetzer 
of South Africa, a 6-1, 6-3 loser to Mei- 
len Tu in the first round yesterday. 
“She’s been pretty responsible, from 
what we hear on the courts, the last 


few months. She’s pretty responsible, 
she’s a fighter.” 

Capriati’s problems set off a debate 
on the wisdom of allowing players just 
entering their teens to join the pro ten¬ 
nis tour. Tu, 16, said it would be a 
mistake to close the ranks to such 
youngsters. 

“There’s a lot of mature 14-year-olds 
out there,” Tu said between nervous 
giggles. “If.you’re independent, you look 
at things a different way and not let 
what people say bother you. People can 
be really cruel, especially when you 
lose.” 

Capriati has a tough first-round op¬ 
ponent in Huber. The 19-year-old de¬ 
feated Martina Navratilova and Mary 
Pierce last month on her way to win¬ 
ning the Porsche Grand Prix in Ger¬ 
many. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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HILADELPHIA SUMS, 


PHILADELPHIA — Results In the $750,000 

the Pennsylvania Convention turner 
^em^T^rent heses): [ 

Single* 

First Round 

Um Raymond, Wayne, Pa., def. Sandra Cacic, Bra¬ 
denton, Fla. 2-6, 7-6 (5-6), 7-5. . ' -' 

Meilen Tu, Northridge, Calif., def. Amanda Coetzer (8), 
South Africa, 6-1. 6-3. 

Joslhnefm Kroger, Soum Attica, 'def. Shaun StofM 1 ■ 
Gainesville, Fla,, 6-3, 6-3. 

Kimberly Po, Rotting Hills, Calif., def. Maria Alejandro 
Vento, Venezuela, 6-4,1-6, 7-5. 

■ Mary Pierce (2), France, def. Tatiana Ignatieva, Bela¬ 
rus, 6-0, 6-1. 


;X 8 S 882 ^ 0 ^ 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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Rubin takes out 
Frazier in Slims 


I 


Times staff and wire rpeorts 


PHILADELPHIA — Chanda Rubin 
overwhelmed seventh seed Amy Frazier 
6-1, 6-1 yesterday with sustained power 
hitting from back court in the first 
round of the Virginia. Slims of Philadel r 
phia t t 

Frazier was unable to cope with the 
speed and power of Rubin’s driving in 
the 43-minute match. The unseeded 
Rubin won the first set on the second 
set point on a netted shot by Frazier. 

Frazier set up match point at 5-1 in 
the second set by serving a double fault. 

2 Rubin th.en ended the match with a 
swift cross-court passing shot from her 
two-handed backhand. 

Rubin next will face Erika de Lone, 
who advanced with a 6-3, 6-2 win over 
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Mercedes Paz of Argentina. Paz was a 
replacement for Lori McNeil, who with¬ 
drew from the tournament in the morn¬ 
ing because of right shoulder tendinitis. 

Fourth-seeded Gabriela Sabatini of 
Argentina overcame 11 double faults to 
defeat Jana Nejedly of Canada 6-4, 6-1 
in a night match. 

I; ' Nejedly broke Sabatini early for a 3-1 
first-set lead. But Sabatini won seven 
straight games to move from a 3-4 defi- 
cit to a 4-0 lead in the second set. Ned- 
1 jeley lost match point by netting a back¬ 
hand volley. 

‘Well, I’ve been trying a new service 


and I have been getting greater speed 
from it,” Sabatini said of her serving 
problems. 

“I don’t think I was playing bad, but 
she was playing very good and she was 
very fast, and I had to play very well to 
beat her.” 

In other matches, fifth-seeded Natalia 
Zvereva of Belarus defeated Meredith 
McGrath 6-4, 6-4; Patty Fendick beat 
Marianne Werdel 6-2, 6-4; and Julie 
Halard of France prevailed over Linda 
Harvey-Wild 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Fendick won the first set with a pass¬ 
ing shot for a breakthrough of service. 
Werdel fought off three match points in 
a tense game of the second set, then’ 
yielded on the fourth match point. 

McGrath lost her service in the 10th 
game of the second set, losing the match 
on the second match-point with a cross- 
court backhand drive over the baseline. 

The key to Halard’s victory was the 
fourth game of the third set in which 
Harvey-Wild double-faulted twice, the 
second time on game point, to fall be¬ 
hind 3-1. Halard won in the ninth game 
on the second match point when 
Harvey-Wild overdrove the baseline. 

In first-round doubles last night, Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain and Patricia 
Tarabini of Argentina defeated Katarina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria and Robin White of 
Del Mar, Calif, ; 6-4, 6-0, and Amanda 
Coetzer,. South Africa, and Debbie Gra¬ 
ham of Fountain Valley, Calif., defeated 
Julie Halard and Nathalie Tauziat of 
France, 6-4, 7-6 (7-4). 

Tonight, Jennifer Capriati will play 
her first match in more than a year 
when she faces sixth-seeded Anke Huber 
of Germany. Top seed and defending 
champion Martinez will begin her de¬ 
fense of the title today against Tauziat. 



Back on the court, Jennifer Capriati gets in some practice time at the 
Convention Center before her match tonight in the Yjrginia Siimsi 
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TENNIS 


61828821702 


Virginia Slims of Phila. 

* $lng!« 

First Round 

Chanda Rubin, Lafayette, La, def. Amy Frazier (7), 
Rochester Hffte, Mich., 6-1, 6-1 

Patty FemKck, Tahoe Village, Nev., def. Marianne Wer- 
del, San Diego, 6-2, 6-4. 

Erika de Lorn, Lincoln, Mass., def. Mercedes Paz, , 
Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. 

Natalia Zvereva (5), Belarus, def. Meredith McGrath, 1 
Midtamf, Mich., 64, 6-4. 

Jufte Halard, France, def. Linda Harvey-Wild, Hawthorn | 
Woods, HI, 6-2, 3-6, 6-a j 

Gabrtela Sabatini (4), Argentina, def. Jana NejecBy, , 
Canada, 64, 6-1. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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By DENNIS DEITCH 

Of the Times Staff 


PHILADELPHIA — She walked on 
the court, head down and eyes hidden 
beneath her red and blue cap. 

No one knew what to expect from the 
former sixth ranked player in the world 
when she took the court for her long- 
awaited return to tennis ini the first 
round of the Philadelphia Virginia Slims, 
JTournament J ast night. 

But a simile was visible under her hat 
as the fans gave her a standing ovation 



.when she sheepishly walked on the 
court. One hour, 29 minutes later, the 
brim of the cap faced forward and the 
grin was back, even though she had just 
dropped * the match, &4> 3-6, 6-1 to 
sixth-seed Anka Huber. 

She walked off the court to cheers, as 
well, took 15 minutes to get changed 
and ... then came the hardest part. 

Jennifer, meet the press. 

“I felt a lot of support from people and 
that everyone was excited,” said Ca¬ 
priati. 

Still, she looked less than anxious to 
talk about her 14-month hiatus from the 
sport, caused by her messing with first 
shoplifting, then drugs, and ending aftet 
a stay at the Betty Ford Center. 

That finally past, albeit very recent!' 
history, Capriati sat in front of the gag- 
*gle of reporters as if it were a firing 
squad. 

With the exception of a few English- 
! accents from prime time gossip shows, 


ht 1 Co. . 

"f /An 15 /1 ji 


to 


||l thtyig^!, the {qiestionls wLrelmjore of ,lhe 
i Peashooter variety than machine gun, 

“I think I learned that I really love 
this sport,” Capriati said. “And that it 
doesn’t matter whether I win or lose.” 

For now, she’ll have to settle for a 
loss, although it was at times difficult to 
tell she hadn’t picked up a racket for 
nine months before this tournament. 

She immediately broke the ice and 
Huber’s serve in the opening game, al¬ 
though Huber would return the favor on 
Capriati’s first chance at serving. Both 
players played the match baseline-to- 
baseline, no holds barred. Capriati’s 
backhand seemed to be rust-free, al¬ 
though her serve and forehand were a 
bit inconsistent as she lost the first set. 

In the second set, a combination of 
hustle by Capriati and a shaky serve by 
Huber gave the 18-year-old a 4-0 lead. 
After Huber cut tHe lead to 5-3, Capriati 
broke her opponent’s serve, as she 
chased down a drop shot and deftly 
placed ii cr og g e ourt to bring the crowd 
to its feet. 

The running, however, took its toll. 

“Yeah, I could feel myself getting tired 
in the third set,” she said. Tm not in 
tip-top shape, but I really wasn’t that 
bad. She just played well.” 

It was the first time in five meetings 
Huber had defeated Capriati, although 
she was one of the last to know the City 
of Brotherly Love was where the come¬ 
back trail would begin. 

“I thought she received the ball real 


mow 


,, ln , v __.Mer|sidJjP ‘But Jl, didn’t ki_„.. 

• she was going to be playing here. When 
they said I was playing her, I said, 

’ What? She’s playing?’ 

“1 didn’t expect to see her until next 
year.” 

Capriati said the decision to return at' 
the end of the season was quite simple. 

“I just wanted to start playing again,” • 
she said. “The end of the year didn’t 
mean anything. I just wanted to get out 
there.” 

Capriati’s big adventure began in Sep¬ 
tember of 1993 when she was defeated 
in the first round of the U.S. Open by 
Leila Meskhi. In October, she was 
shelved for the remainder of the season 
with bone chips in her right elbow. With 
plenty of free time on her hands, the 
then 17-year-old was caught lifting a 
$20 pair of earrings in December. 

Soon after, her father/coach — not . 
necessarily in order of importance — 
Stefano, announced that Capriati was 
burned out and was going to take a 
leave of absence fbr an undetermined 
amount of time. 

' In May, the public found out the once- 
tennis darling had regressed from 
burned out to burnt. Capriati had 
moved out of her parents’ home, and 
soon after a man was pulled over driv¬ 
ing her car possessing drugs. Police 
were led to a hotel, where Capriati was 
found and charged with marijuana pos¬ 
session. The police photo, showing an 
almost unrecognizable Capriati with 
both her bright eyes and athletic build 



T! T'piJJ, !ii 115II I'hf 

swollen, .caused}-if many .||ki the tennis 
world to speak out against, the current, 
14-year-old age requirement for players 
to turn professional. 

Capriati entered a drug rehab center 
and her father swore to alleviate the 
pressure he put on his daughter. In Au¬ 
gust, she began practicing in earnest for 
a comeback, one that was to take place 
last month, but was postponed until 
Philadelphia by a pulled muscle. 

Quite a saga for an 18-year-old. 

But, she says, in her eyes, that page 
is turned. 

“Yes, I’ve put that behind me,” Ca¬ 
priati said. “What happened in the past 
is in the past. 

“What’s important to me now? My 
friends, my family, my dog. Things that 
make me happy.” 

As, for last night, what seemed to 
make her the most happy was hitting a 
tennis ball ... and getting that press 
conference over with. 

• • • 

NOTES: The return of Capriati stole 
yesterday’s spotlight from Nathalie Tau- 
ziat, who unceremoniously dumped top- 
seed and No. 3-ranked player in the 
world Conchita Martinez out of the tour¬ 
nament with a 6-4, 6-4 win in the first 
round. The 27-year-old veteran of the 
tour broke Martinez’s serve in the sev¬ 
enth game of both sets. She will face 
Kimberly Po in the second round, with 
the winner of that match meeting the 
Huber-Lisa Raymond winner in the 
quarterfinals . 


2 - 
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Times staff and wire reports £ $ g 

~ PHILADELPHIA-Scratch one more 

~ interesting name — this time Lindsay 
_Davenport — from the Virginia Slims of 

5 Philadelphia women’s tennis tourna- 
menC ~ 

But continue to include stars Mary 
= Pierce and Gabriela Sabatini, who won 
^matches yesterday. 

Last night, Brenda Schultz, rattling 
"^serves of more than IDS mph, defeated 
Davenport, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4, in the second 
1_ round of the tournament. 
r— - Schultz powered her way past the 
"^Third seed, among the hardest baseline 
hitters on the women’s tour. 
r= J T-knew the only way to beat Lindsay 
^was tcThit harder than she does,” Schul- 
^ tz said. “If she starts hitting hard and 
cranking it up, she’ll hit winners all 

— over the place.” 

— J ennifer Capriati pulled out of dou- 

6 bies competition with a sore right shoul- 
nzder following her first singles match in 
r —more than a year. 

... Capriati was to_ play with Mercedes 
—P az a gainst Pam Sh river and Elizabeth s 
~ Smylie in a first-round match. On i 
Wednesday, Capriati lost 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 ta ] 
Anke Huber. -i 

^ in another second-round singles 
^matches, No. 2 Mary Pierce won 10 of 
5r ^Lhe last 11 games en route to a 6-3, 6-1 
victory over Patty Fendick. Pierce will 
next play 16-year-old newcomer Meilen 
Tu, who defeated Katerina Maleeva 6-4, 

6-3. Tu, a wild-card entry from 
Northridge, Calif., won for the second 
- time on the tour to advance to the quar¬ 
terfinals. 

===No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini got off to a 
slow start before beating Joanette . 
Kruger 6-4, 6-0. Sabatini will play 

“Chanda Rubin in the quarters. 

Schultz, clocked with the hardest 
serve at 113 mph earlier this year, had 
two aces in the final game of the third , 





Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Mary Pierce is a study in determination as she returns the ball to Patty Fendick yesterday during 
victory at the \hrmnia Slm^p of PhiladelPbi a^Tourname nt. _ 


seTTo- win the match. 'She won the last 
:hree games in the last two sets after 
Davenport showed effective ground 
strokes in winning the first set. 

— Schultz had consecutive aces early in 
the third set, prompting the frustrated 
Davenport to scream, “Get me out of 
here!” The 18-year-old Californian took 
a 3-2 lead in the third but was broken 
at 4-4 before Schultz served for the 
match. 

- “y ou try to weather the storm,” Dav¬ 
enport said. “You just try to get balls 

qback in. I couldn’t do that.” 
r - Schultz, 23, of the Netherlands, also 
got easy points when Davenport made 
returns. Schultz used her powerful fore- 
* hand down the line after being set up 
by Davenport’s weak lobs. 

~'“It was hurting my wrist when I 
'touched itDavenport said. “The ball 


would bounce off my racket, and my 
hand would just bend back.” ’ 

Schultz will play fifth-seeded Natalia 
Zvereva in the next round. Zvereva de¬ 
feated Julie Halard, 6-1, 6-4, yesterday. 

Fendick had a 3-2 lead in the first set 
before Pierce won four straight games. 
Pierce then attacked Fendick’s serve in 
the second set and won the final point 
with a powerful backhand down the 
line. 

Pierce, ranked fifth in the world, re¬ 
mains the highest seed in the tourna¬ 
ment after top-seeded Conchita Mar¬ 
tinez was knocked out iri the first 
round. 

Nathalie Tauziat, who beat Martinez 
in her first match, was eliminated by 
Kimberly Po 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 loss than 18 
hours after her upset victory. Po won 
the final two games; beating Tauziat 


with a backhand lob at match point. 

“I wasn’t expecting her to have a let¬ 
down, but I was hoping she would,” Po 
said. “It’s hard when you beat Conchita, ~ 
and then you have to play ... me.” 

Garden Party for Martina 

NEW YORK — They’re giving a 
going-away Garden party for Martina 
Navratilova and everybody’s invited. Or 
at least 15 of her nearest competitors 
and 19,000 of her closest friends. 

“I just hope I can still pick up the 
racket and hit the ball over the net ; 
through all the emotion that I am sure I , 
will be feeling,” Navratilova said of her 
opening round match Tuesday in the 
season-ending and, for her, career¬ 
ending Virginia Slims Championships. 
“Hopefully that won’t be the only day 
that I will be playing here.” 


a 
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r Huber needs 




So claim title 
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*,j3y JERRY IANNACCI 

\^SpeciaRo the Times 


^^PHILADELPHIA — Since the 
gjQ-S- Open in August, Anke 
pHuber has lost a coach and won 
jgTtwo tou rnaments, including yes- 
g'tefday’s Virginia Slims of Phila- 
SdelphiT 

SlpHuBer, of Germany, defeated 
SjMary Pierce, who lives in 
^France but is American by _ 
(birth, 6-0, 6-7 (7-4), 7-5 in front 
g£>.F~an enthusiastic crowd at the 
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Va. Slims o f Philadelphia 

Singles Championship 

Anke Huber (6), Germany, def. Mary Pierce (2), 
France, 6-0, 6-7 ( 4 - 7 ), 7-5. 

Doubles Championship 

Gigi Fernandez, Aspen, Colo., and Natalia Zver¬ 
eva (1), Belarus, def. Gabriela Sabatini, Argentina, 
and Brenda Schultz, Netherlands, 2-6, 6-4. 6-2. 


Penn sylvania Convention Cen¬ 
ter. 

STh e, doubles championship 
pent to - the top-seeded team of 
Exigi Ferandez and Natalia Zver- 
eva,"who rallied from a set down 
to defeat Gabriela Sabatini and 
JFenda^Schultz, 2-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

~ TBe sin gles championship was 
third of the,year for Huber. 
If'also was the third three-set 
aatch .o f the tournament for the 
B-9Vye ar-old, who often has been 
Termed the next Steffi Graf by 
the always-Iooking-forThe-next- 
great-thi ng tennis pre ss. \ 


much more confident 
TSKt now ,” Huber said of her „ 
perfo rmance sinqe the Open. “I 
.feeL much more ^comfortable^ on * 
T he court._ I'm having fun out j 
■ ther e. But I dcp’t know. how f 
piuehlonger I can go without a , 
•gfrachu Maybe thr^e or four tour- s 
nameMs is 0K t but I don’t , 
xhink I can, go a Tull year with- 
gpt (a coach).. . 

Germany, ; it’s different. 
^Peo ple don’t really care if you’re 
in the top 10, there are so many 
jgpyd players, Eforis (Becker), 
Michael (Stich), Steffi. The com- 
gpgr isorfs' £re norifial. People are 
Always looking to compare play¬ 
ers:”-- \ . <# .; : ■ 

‘T llubef, 'the sixth seed, needed ; 
i-pnly 21 minutes ip take the first 
set. She led 4-0 'in the second, 
and had three irfatch points at 
5-3 in the third before disposing 
of Pierce with a pair of forehand 
crosscourt winners at 6-5 in the 
third. 

“I played Mary in Filderstadt, 
and I played well in that match 
too,” said Huber, referring to 
her 6-4, 6-2 win over Pierce a 
month ago in Germany. “The 
first set today was one of my 
best ever. She didn’t know what 
to do, I didn’t make any mis- : 
takes. - 

_“I knew she’d play better, and 
I knew it would be hard for me ■ 


to play two sets like this. The 
gse.cohd set was like the first, but 
il got unlucky on a few points 
wand she was hitting the ball so 
g hard. I got a little down when it 
i n the third, and had 
? "some double-faults, but I had to 
gptit them out of my mind.’V 
^ = Pierce, who was battling flu- 
symptoms and a stiff shoul- 
won o ver the crowds with 
"her never-say-die comeback from 
grlo ve set loss in the first. 
cSg jj Fierce -broke Huber’s serve, to; 
fc ifiiake ft 4d5_ in the third and got 
gTeven. with one of her two. aces of 
ff th e match. The ace brought a 
jjkre show of emotion, from the 
y normally stoic No. 2 seed. 
grc lt’s not the easiest thing to 
gpo to play from behind all day,” 
j gPie rce said. “She was playing so 
gwel l in theJIrst set. I had to do 
^so mething to break her rhythm. 

" - “I thought when I got to five- ; 
B.11 in the third, I had a really 
fgood chance to win. I saved four . 
^hl^tch points, and that gave me J 
ga boos t. It’s too bad to lose when, 
fyou come' that far. back. I felt, 
^better thgn I did yesterday, but 
§ppy the end of the third set I felt, 

MreaUy tired.” _ _ ___ . 

afe Huber concurred. 4 

ipyyHuber . and Pierc e had very, 
^“different ^jSaths to the tourna-- 
S®fit final .1 . 

Pierce faced only one seeded 
[player — fifth-seed Natalia. 
*Zyere_va in the semis - — on her 
jjravels, while Huber faced a vir-; 
Ltual wh o’s who of ^women’s ten-_ 
route _to the" champion¬ 
ship. 

-—In the first round, Huber had 
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three-set victory at Slims 


By Cheryl Kehoe 

Times Herald Staff 2^00[\J 

Two things about Lisa Raymond bec¬ 
ame evident last night. 

For one thing, she’s determined to 
make good in her home town. 

And for another, she’ll fight, scratch and 
claw her way out of a hole to do it. 

Raymond, a Valley Forge native and 
graduate of Notre Dame Academy, made 
her third appearance in the Virginia Slims 
pf Philadelphia las t night, and gave'fcancFa' 
Cacic a bitter taste of Philly. 

After losing the first set, and letting a 
four-game edge slip away in the third, 
Raymond scratched out a 2-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-5 
victory at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center. Raymond advances to the second 
round against the winner of tomorrow’s 
’ match between Jennifer Capriati and 


Anke Huber. 

“The whole match I didn’t feel real 
confident out there ” Raymond said. 

Confidence, she said, had little to do 
with last night’s victory. 

Raymond fell into a 4-0 hole, allowing 
Cacic’s strength of serves, and her own 
unforced errors, to stifle her game. 

Raymond, however, clawed back, win¬ 
ning two straight games, before Cacic 
claimed the first set victory. 

“She kept me pinned at the baseline,” 
Raymond said. “I didn’t feel real solid on 
my groundstrokes, and you could defi¬ 
nitely see it' out there. I wasn’t really 
going for my shots like I usually do. 

“It was more a matter of just fighting 
and hanging in there rather than being 
confident. I really didn’t want to Jose .first 
round Be re in my home town. And the 


whole match that was going through my 
head. And it shouldn't have been. I should 
have just blocked it out. But it was right 
there.” 

At the start of the second set, Raymond 
made her statement. With Cacic holding a 
one-game edge, Raymond drilled a 93 mph 
ace to even the count. She took the lead in 
the seventh game when, after three ads, 
Raymond broke Cacic for a 4-3 edge. 

. The breakthrough for Raymond came 
late in the second set wih the score tied at 
5-5. With Cacic serving, Raymond broke 
for the net and sent a forehand winner 
over to break serve and take a 6-5 lead. 
Cacic, however, capitalized on two un¬ 
forced errors from Raymond to force the 
tiebreaker. 

This time, Raymond took advantage of 
See SLI MS On Pa ge C3[ 
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Caeic’s miscues, and the 
backing of the crowd in the 
stands, to send the match 
into a third set. 

“That second set could 
have gone either way, 
Raymond said. “I think I just 
hung in there and fought my 
way through it.” 

Raymond wasted little time 
in securing a 4-0 lead, and 
the confidence she said was 
lacking seemed abundant 
early in the set. But, Ray¬ 
mond opened the door just a 
little, and Cacic pushed her 
way in. 

“After 4-2 I definitely 
started getting nervous,” 
Raymond said. “At 4-0 she 
definitely looked down. If 
anything, I stopped doing 
what I did to get to that 
point. I got real conservative 
at 4-0.” 

After Cacic climbed back in 
the match, she seemed to 
take back momentum. At 4-4, : 
Cacic held Raymond score¬ 
less, and sent through a 
passing shot to go up 5-4. 

With Cacic serving for the 
match, Raymond. responded,, 
drastically] Shebroker servejl. 

' . U4m •iti.iKiJ jJtt ■tol'i 


then fired through an ace 
(the last of 11) at 92 mph to 
win the game. With the 12th 
game at deuce, Raymond got 
the advantage on a Cacic er¬ 
ror, the, after a series of 
backhand shots, sent over a 
winner to the deep right-hand 
comer. 

“I was nervous and putting 
a lot of pressure on myself,” 
Raymond said. “I was tough 
on myself. Even though she 
was playing well, I didn’t 
think I should be losing to 
her.” 

• • • 

The return of Jennifer 
Capriati after a year’s ab 
sence to the pro tour cer¬ 
tainly got the tennis world to 
stand at attention. 

But according to the one-time 
dynamo, tomorrow night’s 
match with Germany’s 
Huber, who is seeded sixth in 
the tournament, is only the 
first step in regaining her 
enthusiasm. 

“I’m not even thinking 
about winning or losing,” she 
said. “Who the opponent is 
doesn’t really matter. I just 
want to have fun out there.” 

Capriati, one of the world’s 
top women’s players before 

,Jshe entered,, a , drug,, reh-j 

fabilitatidn ’center,, received! [all 

Jill !! 1 !! 1 i Jl l |i:i"i' i I «*.■'ii ,■■■*. 


wild card into the touma\ 
ment. She said she began her\ 
comeback attempt in August, v 
put a pulled muscle sidelined 
her. With the muscle healed, 
Capriati is again focusing on 
her game. 

“Gradually my practices 
became more intense. I really 
stepped up my workouts the 
past week. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m in tip¬ 
top shape, but I feel good 
enough to break the ice.” 

« » • 

In early matches yesterday, 
qualifier Joanetta Kruger 
disposed of Shaun Stafford, 6- 
3, 6-3, while Kimberly Po 
needed three sets to elimi¬ 
nate Alejandra Vento, 6-4,1-6, 
7-5. 

Another minor upset oc¬ 
curred when wild card ent¬ 
rant Tu Meilen ousted eighth- 
seeded Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa, 6-1, 6-3. 
e o • 

Raymond will again take to 
the court tonight, with doub¬ 
les partner Lindsay Dav- 
denport, in the last match of, 
the evening, vs. Vicky Pay- | 
nter and Karine Quentrec. ! 
Their match follows the battle j 
between fourth-seeded Ga- 
briela Sabatini and Jana ■ 

,?as f _J 
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The Associated' Press ■SOOXN 

Jennifer Capriati was all busi¬ 
ness as she slammed practice 
balls in preparation for her return 
to tennis competition after a year 
off. 

Looking strong and bouncing on 
her toes between volleys, Capriati 
concentrated on the ball and ig¬ 
nored onlookers and speculation 
| surrounding -her, presence at the 
i Virginia Slims of Philadelphi a. ‘ 

Capriati, 18, would not speak 
with reporters, but issued a 
i statement saying that although she 
was not in the best shape of her 
career, she was ready to play. 

She meets No. 6 seed Anke 
Huber, 19, in a first-round match 
: at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center tonight. If she wins, that 
will lead to a second round show¬ 
down with Valley Forge’s Lisa 
; Raymond, probably tomorrow. 

Huber defeated Martina Nav- 
I ratilova and Mary Pierce last 
! month on her way to a win at the 
i Porsche Grand Prix trophy in 
Germany. 

; The match will be Capriati’s first 
appearance in professional tennis 
since, leaving the game and battl¬ 
ing a variety of personal problems, 
including drug abuse. Capriati was 
cited a year ago for shoplifting, 
and in May was charged with 
, marijuana .possession in a Coral 
, Gables, Fla., hotel room. 


She entered a drug rehabilita¬ 
tion program soon afterward. 

But Capriati appeared Monday 
to be focusing on the upcoming 
match. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m in tip-top 
shape, but I feel good enough to 
break the ice,” Capriati said. “I’m 
not even thinking about winning or 
losing. Who the opponent is ; 
doesn’t really matter. I just want ( 
to have fun out there.” 

• Capriati battled onto the pro _ 
circuit at age 13, only to leave five ' 
years later, saying she was burned 
out and suffering from injuries. 

She said she began serious 
practice in August and had in¬ 
tended to return last month before ! 
pulling a muscle. 

“In regards to after this tour¬ 
nament and next year I don’t: 
know,” she said. “I’m just going to 
take things day by day.” 

• • • 

Chanda Rubin overwhelmed; 
seventh seed Amy Frazier 6-1, 6-1 
yesterday with sustained power! 
hitting from back court in the first ■ 
round. of the Virginia Slims of 
Philadelphia. 

Rubin next will face Erika de 
Lone, who advanced with a 6-3,6-2 
win over Mercedes Paz of Ar-1 
gentina. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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s return 
marred by loss 


tiSed^ah assortment of!] ^ I'^Hnifer Capriati,iappearihgl „ 
drop shots and timely aces to r tire in the third set in her return 
overcome Martinez’s power. The j to tennis, lost 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 last 
final three points came with 




Conchita Martinez pauses during her loss to Nathalie Tauziat, 


consecutive backhand slices, in¬ 
cluding two that trickled off the 
top of the net, to eliminate the 
defending champion. 

“It’s my last tournament of 
the year, and I have nothing to 
lose,” said Tauziat, who is not 
seeded. “When I play my best, I 
can beat anybody.” 

Tauziat won the first set after 
breaking serve and taking a 4-3 
lead. She went ahead 5-3 with an 
ace. and backhand volley and 
won the set two games later 
with an overhead smash. 

Martinez won; the first game 
but dropped three straight in 
the second set. Tauziat went 
ahead 5-3 by winning four 
straight service points, including 
two aces, and used two back¬ 
hand volleys. She held serve for 
the match. 

.. “I haven’t been playing well at 
the end of the season,” said 
Martinez, who lost in the first 
round of last month’s Nokia 
Grand Prix. “She played really a 
good match. Nathalie was 
tough.” 

Martinez’s loss opens the 
tournament for No. 2 seed Mary 
Pierce and No. 3 Lindsay 
Davenport. s 

Davenport posted a 7-5, 6-3 
victory over Tami Whitlinger- 
Jones and faces hard-hitting 
Brenda Schultz in the second 
round. Schultz’s power over¬ 
whelmed Pam Shriver en route 
to a 6-4,6-0 victory. 

Katerina Maleeva also ad¬ 
vanced to the second round with 
a 6-4, 7-5 victory over Zina Gar- 
rison-Jackson. Chandra Rubin 
advanced to the third round 
with a 6-2,6-2 victory over Erika 
de Lone. 


night to Anke Huber in. the 
opening round of the $250;0111) 
Virginia-Slims of Philadelphia . 

Capriati, who spent more than 
a year away from the women’s 
tour because of burnout, injuries 
and legal problems, dropped the 
first four games of the final set 
to the 19-year-old German, who 
is ranked 13th in the world. She 
then held to 4-1 with her,first 
ace of the night, but never 
threatened. 

The 18-year-old Floridian 
smiled while receiving a warm 
greeting from the 4,500 fans at 
the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center. She wore a blue skirt, 
white shirt and a baseball cap 
supporting the Arthur Ashe 
Foundation 1 for the Defeat of 
AIDS. 

Capriati’s groundstrokes were 
sound in the first two sets. She 
was able to find corners and hit 
deep ! forehands, as is her 
trademark, and stayed with 
Huber’s power for most of .the 
first set until the German won 
the final two games. 

Capriati, making her first 
tournament appearance since 
the 1993 U.S. Open, won the first 
four games and took the second 
set. 

Huber broke Capriati to draw 
to 5-3, but Capriati broke back to 
win the set. At set point, Cap¬ 
riati, now coached by Jose Hig- 
ueras, came from behind the 
baseline to reach a drop shot 
and pulled it past Huber. 

i « * 

Nathalie Tauziat delivered her 
best performance of the season, 
beating top-seeded Conchita 
Martinez 6-4, 6-4 in the first 
round of the Virginia Slims, of 
'• Philadelphia . 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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^ Gabrfefa Sabatini follows through on a return of serve durin^doujales action yesterday. _ 

Schultz, Sabatini 
advance at Slims 



gnTfie;Associated Press SCK) ^3"^ 

EzzJjSrenda Schultz, rattling serves 
of more than 105 'mph, defeated 
" Lindsa y Davenport 2-6, 6-2, 6-4 
-yesterday in the second round of 
Cfthe.„ $750,000 Virginia Slims of 

the featured match of the 
heivening, Valley Forge’s Lisa 
^Raymond and Anke Huber split 
rthe first two sets. Raymond won 
Ffiie opening set, 7-5, and then fell 
f_iii the second, 6-3. 
i . The third set began just before 


BlSchultz powered her way past 
Jtfie third seed, among the hardest 
baseline hitters on the women’s 


KL knew the only way to beat 
gmrd say was to hit harder than she 
goes,” Schultz said. “If she starts 
fitting hard and cranking it up, 
lEe’ll hit-winners all over the 
Slace.” " 

^Jennifer Capriati pulled out of 
'doubles competition with a sore 


right shoulder following her first 
singles match in more than a year. 

Capriati was to play with Mer¬ 
cedes Paz against Pam Shriver 
and Elizabeth Smylie in a first- 
round match. On Wednesday, 
Capriati lost 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 to Anke 
Huber. 

In another second-round singles 
match, No. 2 Mary Pierce won ID 
of the last 11 games en route to a 
6-3, 6-1 victory over Patty Fendick. 
Pierce will next play 16-year-old 
newcomer Meilen Tu, who def¬ 
eated Katerina Maleeva 6-4, 6-3. 
Tu, a wild-card entry from North- 
ridge, Calif., won for the second 
time on the tour to advance to the 
quarterfinals. 

No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini got off to 
a slow start before beating Jeane¬ 
tte Kruger 6-4, 6-0. Sabatini will 
play Chanda Rubin in the quarters. 

Schultz, clocked with the hardest 
serve at 113 mph earlier this year, 
had two aces in the final game of 


the third set to win the match. She 
won the last three games in the 
last two sets after Davenport 
showed effective ground strokes in 
winning the first set. 

Schultz had consecutive aces 
early in the third set, prompting 
the frustrated Davenport to 
scream, “Get me out of here!” The 
18-year-old Californian took a 3-2 
lead in the third, but was broken 
at 4-4 before Schultz sensed for the 
match. 

‘You try to weather the storm,” 
Davenport said. “You just try to 
get balls back in. I couldn’t do 
that.” 

Schultz, 23, of the Netherlands, 
also got easy points when Dave¬ 
nport made returns. Schultz used 
her powerful forehand down the 
line after being set up by Dave¬ 
nport’s weak lobs. 

“It was hurting my wrist when I 
See .SLIMS On Page C4T* 
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touched it,” Davenport said. “The 
ball would bounce off my racket, 
and my hand would just bend 
back.” 

Schultz will play fifth-seeded 
Natalia ZvereVa in the next round. 
Zvereva defeated Julie Halard 6-1, 
6-4 yesterday. 

- Fendiek had a 3-2 lead in the 
first set before Pierce won four 
straight games. Pierce then at¬ 
tacked Fendick’s serve in the sec¬ 
ond set and won the final point 
with a powerful backhand down 
the line. 

Pierce, ranked fifth in the world, 
remains the highest seed in the 
tournament after top-seeded Con- 
iChita Martinez was knocked out in 
the first round. 

Nathalie Tauziat, who beat Mar¬ 
tinez in her first match, was elim¬ 
inated by Kimberly Po 6-3, 2-6, 7-5 
Tless than 18 hours after her upset 
factory. Po won the final two 


“I wasn’t expecting her to have 
a letdown, but I was hoping she 
would,” Po said. “It’s hard when 
you beat Conchita, and then you 
have to play... me.” 


Martina Navratilova will open 
the last tournament of hbr career 
against Sahatini in the $3.5 miffion 
Virginia Slims Championship in 
New York 1 

Navratilova, the most successful 
tennis player in history, is retiring 
after the tournament, which marks 
the final stop on the 1994 women’s 
tour. The 38-year-old has won 167 
singles titles and earned more 
than $20.5 million since turning 
pro in 1973. 


saoatini, who reached the quar- 



ing forward to playing against 
Navratilova in the round-robin 
tournament. 


“I’m excited,” Sabatini said. “I j 
love to play against Martina, and j 
it’s going to 'be very special be- j 
cause it’s her last tournament. I ; 
want to win, too. I hope we can ; 
play our best and make it a good 
match.” : 

Navratilova won 18 grand slam 
titles, including nine Wimbledons, 
in singles, 31 in doubles and six in 
mixed doubles. Navratilova deci¬ 
ded earlier this season that this 
would be her last on tour. 

She is seeded sixth in the Vir- ; 
ginia Slims Championships, which I 
runs from Monday to Nov. 20. The 
tournament includes the top 16 j 
players in the world. ; 

The other first-round matches j 
includes Steffi Graf vs. Brenda j 
Schultz; Amanda Coetzer vs. Mary 
Pierce; Jana Novotna vs. Iva Maj- j 
oli; Anke Huber vs. Lindsay j 
Davenport; Kimiko Date vs. Mag¬ 
dalena Maleeva; Natalaia Zverev^ 
vs. Conchita Martinez, and Juliet 
Halard vs. Arantxa Sanchez Vi-\ 
cario. -- 
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Sore shoulder slows 


iCapriati’s comeback 


f By Cheryl Kehoe 

STTimes Herald Staff \ 

L. Th e biggest media drawto hit 
r Philadelphia since the 1993 World 
Series is officially a bust. 

• Jennifer Capriati, making her 

- comeback to the professional tour, 
tfgulled out of the Virgmig^Slims.o^ 

• Philadelphia due foT^e right 

^sho ulder. , . 

jjjtapriati, who was out of action 
Bor more than a year after check- 
pSgherself into a drug rehabilita- 
S tion center, drew international at- 
ftentiop when she announced she 
reobld make her comeback at the 

i^^he rn^a went haywire, and 
tournament officials, it was re- 
fgbl'ted, had to come up with 300 
Additional press credentials to sat¬ 
isfy the onslaught of journalists 
rind photographers. 

^ And in one short night, the 
xomeback was over. 

ESa priati, who received a wild 
bid into the tournament, fell 
to sixth-seeded Alike Huber in the 
.first round, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1. All was not 
lost, however, for fans and media. 
Capriati was scheduled with part¬ 
ner Mercedes Paz for a doubles 
match against Pam Shriver and 


Virginia Slims- 
_ Notebook _ 

Elizabeth Smylie. Capriati’s with¬ 
draw! yesterday, however, put an 
end to the hype. 

It wasn’t known last, night how 
long the sore shoulder, which 
Capriati claims was injured in her 
match with Hanker, wfll sideline 
her. It’s also not known when she 
plans to return to the tour again. 

0 0 <• 

In earlier matches yesterday, v 
Kimberly Po defeated Nathalie 
Tauziat, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. Mary Pierce, 
the tournament’s second seed, had 
little trouble getting by Patty 
Fendick, 6-3, 6-1, in second-round 
action. 

After the stunning elimination of 
top-seeded Conchita Martinez 
Wednesday, yesterday’s upset 
special seems trivial. Brenda 
Schultz, the hard-serving amazon 
from the Netherlands, used three 
sets to dispose of third : seeded 
Lindsay Davenport, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

In Schultz’s singles win yes¬ 
terday, she reeled off 11 aces, with 
five double faults, and was 28-38 on 
points won on first serves. 


Schultz’s doubles partner, Ga- 
briela Sabatini (No. 4 seed) easily 
handled Joenette Kruger, 6-4, 6-0, 
while Meilen Tu, who ousted 
eighth-seeded Amanda Coetzer in 
the first round, advanced to the 
quarterfinals against Pierce with a 
6-4, 7-5 win over Katerina Maleeva 
yesterday. 

Schultz and Sabatini continued 
their winning ways last night when 
the outlasted Patty Fendick and 
Meredith McGrath, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

• • • 

As usual, Schultz leads the field 
in rapid-fire serving. The 6-foot-2, 
170-pound right-hander fired off a 
113 mph serve. The second-fastest 
serve, at 102 mph, came from Julie 
Halard. Valley Forge’s Lisa Ray¬ 
mond, at 5-5,122 pounds, is hold¬ 
ing her own against the big guns. 
Along with Martina and Natalia 
Zvereva (5-8,138 lbs.), Raymond’s 
top serve was 97 mph going into 
last night. 

• • • 

The winner of the tournament 
stands to earn $150,000, while the 
runner-up will net $67,500. For the 
third and fourth-place finishers — 
$33,750, while fifth through eighth 
will receive $16,950 for their ef¬ 
forts. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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for Tu in Slims 


The Associated Press 

Second-seeded Mary Pierce 
jumped to big leads in the each set 
yesterday and beat newcomer 
Meilen Tu 6-2, 6-4 to reach the 
semifinals of the 1 250.000 Virginia 
-S lims of Philadelphia . 

Pierce, fighting a head cold, 
surrendered just three points in 
the first three games of the first 
set and just four in the first three 
games of the second set. 

“I feel I’m playing well consider¬ 
ing how I feel,” Pierce said. “It’s 
always tough when you’re not 
feeling well because it’s hard to 
stay focused, and you get tired 
more easily.” 

Also advancing to the semifinals 

■ were No. 5 Natalia Zvereva, who 
beat Brenda Schultz 6-1, 7-6, and 
Anke Huber, a 6-3,6-2 winner over 
Kimberly Po. 

Tu, ranked 604th in the world, 
broke Pierce’s serve to draw 
within 5-4 in the second set, but 
Pierce broke back with a powerful 
backhand at match point. Pierce 
has lost just 11 games in her first 
three matches. 

The 16-year-old Tu, of North- 
ridge, Calif., was a wild-card ent¬ 
rant and had played just 10 pro- 

■ fessional matches before facing the 
No. 5 women’s player. It was the 
second time Tu reached the quar¬ 
terfinals of a tournament. 

“It was just another match — no 
big deal,” Tu said. “If you start 
thinking you can’t play with those 
players, it can get a little over- 
I whelming. I know I can play with 
them.” i 

Pierce, the top remaining seed 


in the tournament, went up 3-0 in 
the first set before Tu drew within 
3-2. Pierce capitalized when Tu 
double-faulted on her next two 
service games. 

Pierce next will play Zvereva, 
who had few problems with 
Schultz’s powerful serve in the ; 
first set and won five of the first ' 
six points in a second-set tieb¬ 
reaker. 

Zvereva, who has not lost a set ' 
in the tournament, broke Schultz , 
twice in the first set. The two 
stayed on serve in the second until 
Schultz hit into the net to give 
Zvereva a 3-1 lead in the tieb¬ 
reaker. 

Schultz, the most powerful 
server on the women’s tour, had .. 
12 aces but double-faulted at 
match point. Zvereva won the 
tiebreaker 7-4. 

Huber used her relentless 
groundstrokes and took advantage 
of Po’s sloppiness. Huber grabbed 
a 4-1 lead with a forehand smash 
in the second set. Three games 
later, she broke Po’s serve for the 
victory. 

“She made a lot of easy mis¬ 
takes,” Huber said. “I thought af¬ 
ter the first set, I could win each 
game. I was confident I would win 
the match.” 

Huber has had perhaps the 
toughest route into the semifinals. 
She had to overcome the return of 
Jennifer Capriati in the first round, 
was stretched to three sets by 
local star Lisa Raymond of Valley . 
Fordge in a match that ended after \ 
midnight and returned to beat Po jj 
this afternoon. J 
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Gabriela Sabatini serves to Anke Huber yesterday at the 
Convention Center, during Huber’s 6-7, 6-1, 6-4 semifinal 
win yesterday. 


Times staff and wire reports 

PHILADELPHIA — It will be 
a surprising but intriguing final 
to the Virginia Slims of Phila¬ 
delphia Tournament today. 

Anke Huber and Mary Pierce 
posted impressive victories yes¬ 
terday to reach phe final. 

Huber shook off a disappoint¬ 
ing first set before beating Gab¬ 
riela Sabatini 6-7 (11-13), 6-1, 6- 
4, while Pierce defeated fifth- 
seeded Natalia Zvereva 6-3, 6-3. 

Huber gained momentum by 
winning the first three games of 
the second set pnd took advan¬ 
tage of a tired' Sabatini in the 
third. The 19-year-old German 
might have had an easier time 
had she been able to capitalize 
1 on Sabatini’s nine double-faults 
in the first set. 






“I had a lot of chances before 
the tiebreaker,” Huber said. “I 
just tried to forget everything 
and play my game. I played a 
“little better than in the first set, 
and it worked out.” 

Sabatini broke Huber’s serve 
to pull within 3-3 in the third 
set, but Huber broke back in the 
next game and served for the 
match three games later. She 
took match point when Sabatini 
-hit a backhand return wide. 

The sixth-seeded Huber ran 
Sabatini along the baseline and 
turned her relentless powerful ; 
forehands into winners. Saba¬ 
tini, seeded fourth, was unable 
to regain momentum in the 11 
final two sets. 

“I didn ? t think I was in control 
of the match at any moment,” 
Sabatini said. “I was just de¬ 
fending myself and just hitting ; 
it back and not guiding the ball. 

... She was just hitting every- ; 
thing.” 

Huber has had perhaps the ; 
|nost difficult route to the final. 


TENNIS 

Today on TV 

■ Channel 3: S lims of Phillv 
final (tape delay), 4:30 p.m. 


She was stretched to three sets 
in Jennifer Capriati’s return 
match in the first round and 
needed three sets to beat local 
favorite Lisa Raymond. She 
then beat Kimberly Po in 
straight sets before playing Sa¬ 
batini. 

Huber, ranked 13th in the 
world, is looking for her third, 
tournament title this year. 

“I’m a little more confident at! 
the moment,” Huber said. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 







jsvants to have 
Sun at Slims 


Capriati 


^PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A relaxed but 
^Unsmiling Jennifer Capriati returned quietly 
f to" a tournament practice court yesterday, 
garmentrating more on her forehand than 
jfthe people watching her. 
te— The 18-year-old ,, 

“business at the r 

gven tion Center, ig- 
E£LCp*'i"n"g a crowd 

r^she Teturned balls 

g new coach Jose gfepa ^ 

pfirst-round match * 

^Tomorrow at 7 p.m. 4 

=-against No. 6 seed • fy .. ..^ 

—-Anke Huber in the : ’ 

^ Virginia Slims_of ^ 

^Philadelphia. It is 

^h_er first appear- x , 

trance in profession- 

tfl tennia since Ca priat i 

^leavi ng the game 

Ifand battling a host of personal problems, in- 
gxluding drug addiction. 

B^= ,Sut yesterday Capriati looked like she 
^yanted to play again. She returned serves 
||\Vith powerful forehands for more than 30 
gBu nutes without a break, stopping occasion- 
jjally to wipe her forehead. 

^=^1 wouldn’t say. I’m in tip-top shape, but I s 
peel good enough to break the ice,” Capriati 
^~Said in a five-paragraph statement, declin- 
Effig interviews. “I’m not even thinking about 
BLwu ining or losing. Who the opponent Is 
jgioe$n’t really matter. I just want to have 
PSufLout there.” 

^ Capriati fought her way into the pros at 
■pStrl 3 before leaving the game, citing bur- 
gmjpi it and injuries. A year ago she v r as ar- 

B tSed for shoplifting and last May was 
arged with .marijuana possession at a ho- 
i| tel jn Coral Gables, Fla. She entered a drug 
^Rehabilitation center soon afterward. 
gg “In regards to after this tournament and 
: next year I don’t know,” she said. *Tm just 
going to take things day by day.” 

|*'%Her colleagues welcomed her return. 
ggg?-T 'think it’s great, she’s always been 
ygreat for tennis,” said Amanda Coetzer of 
gSoutji. Africa,, a 6-1, 6-3 loser to Meilen Tu in 
fa th e first, round. “She’s been pretty responsi- 
fc ble A Jrorh what we. hear on the courts, the 
Blast"few months.” 

Jp^JCapriati has a tough first-round oppo¬ 
site piT in Huber. The 19-year-old defeated 
fiMartina Navratilova and Mary Pierce last 
month on her way to winning the Porsche j 
"^Grand Prix in Germany. ‘ 

~ . Sou rce: Tittps ://www. 


8he^couldeface Lisa Raymond irfathe sec¬ 
ond round and top seed Conchita Martinez 
in the quarterfinals. 

Tu, a 16-year-old high school student 
fafrom Northridge, Calif., upset Coetzer, seed¬ 
ed No. 8 and ranked No. 16 in the world. 
-Last” year the: South African won tourna- 
?£rftents in Australia and Japan, but was able 
to win. only one service game in this match 
-a^efathe fourth game of the second set. 
jfV^'A long deuce battle ensued in the ninth ; 
fvgame of the second set between the two, 
each using a two-handed backhand. Tu 
^ closed the match when Coetzer hit a lob out 
r^oF court. 

knew if I played well, I’d have a 
^chance,” Tu said. “I knew she was a little 
bit nervous because I came out playing pret- 
■ t'y well. I was attacking right away. I didn’t 
"give her any errors.” 

j^P-LSaid Coetzef: “I felt in the second set I 
could play back.” 

2 seed jVIary Pierce advanced to the. 
round with a 6-0, 6-1 rout of Tatiana” 
frTgnatiava of Belarusse, Russia. 

Lisa Raymond of Wayne, Pa., rallied past 
-Sandra Cacic of Bradenton, Fla., 2-6, 7-6 
: (8-6), 7-5. ... ‘ : - - - 

: VI. . 

Retired legend Chris Evert says she isn’t 
j nervous abouj: her return to_ tennis this 
r "week — as a broadcaster — at the Virginia 
l ^Slims.- 

r *-^Let me put it in a gentle way,” Evert 
l - told The Philadelphia Inquirer. “If I were 
l "doing the finals at Wimbledon, I think I’d be 
- panicking. This is a big tournament, but the 
?^e:yes of the wprld won’t be watching.” 

~ r r - Evert, who turns 40 next month, will do 
jf dolor commentary for KYW-TV’s telecast of 
|^the~ Slims final Sunday, assisting KYW 
fa sportscaster Lau Tilley. The match will air 
fa Locally on a tape-delayed basis after the 
-^NFL game between the Philadelphia Eagles 
fa aftd the Cleveland Browns. ....... 
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4i- Philly Slims t oday 

m WHAT: the second day of the $750,000 
^ Virginia Slims^of Philadelphia tennis 
tournament. a . .. 

■ WHERE; the new Pennsylvania Convention 
-Center adjacent to the Reading Terminal, 1101 

; Market. _ _; 

■faHOW MUCH: tickets are $12-$35. Call 

: 654-7700. 

■ WHO? WHEN?: Day session starting at 9 
arm.: Fendek vs, Werdel; followed by McNeil 
Vs. DeLone, Rubin ys. Frazier, Zvereva vs. 
McGrath and Harvey-Wiide vs. Halard; then 
doubles Maleeva-White vs. Martinez-Tarabini 
followed by Haiard-Tauziat vs. Coetzer- 
Graharn. 

■ Night session (not before 7 p.m.): Sabatini 
vs. Nejedly; followed by Davenport vs. 
Raymond and Paynter vs. Quentrec. 


industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) — To¬ 
night, Jennifer Capriati plays her 
first match in more than a year 
when she faces sixth-seeded Anke 
Huber of Germany. But Capriati’s 
not the only story in the first round 
\of the Virginia, Slims of Philadel- 
phla loGrnament. * 

Capriati could face Wayne’s Lisa 
Raymond in the second round and 
top seed Conchita Martinez in the 
quarterfinals. 

Top seed and defending cham¬ 
pion Conchita Martinez of Spain, 
the No. 3-rariked player in the 
world, will begin her defense of the 
as well against Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 

T , In. action yesterday, Chanda Rub¬ 
in overwhelmed seventh seed Amy 
Frazier 6-1, 6-1 with sustained pow¬ 
er hitting from back court. 

Frazier was unable to cope with 
the speed and power of Rubin’s 
driving in the 43-minute match.. 

No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini of Argen¬ 
tina overcame 11 double-faults to 
defeat Jana Nejedly of Canada 6-4, 
6-1 in a night match. 

Nejedly broke for a 3-1 first-set 
lead but Sabatini won seven 
straight games to move from a 4-3 
1 deficit to a 4-0 lead in the second 
set. 

“Well, I’ve been trying a new 
f service and I have been getting 
[ greater speed from it,” Sabatini 
! 1 said of her serving problems. 

L In other matches, fifth-seeded 
k Natalia Zvereva of Belarus defeated 
Meredith McGrath 6-4, 6-4; Patty 
1 Fendick beat Marianne Werdel 6-2, 
6-4; and Julie Halard of France pre¬ 
vailed over Linda Harvey-Wild 6-2, 
3-6,6-3,, ..... 



Jennifer Capriati 


Phillv Slims today 

■ WHAT: Day Three of the $750,000 
Virginia Slims of Philadelphia tennis 
tournament. 

■ WHERE: the new Pennsylvania 
Convention Center adjacent to the 
Reading Terminal, 1101 Market. 

■ HOW MUCH: tickets are $12-$35. 

Call 654-7700. 

■ WHO? WHEN?: Day session | 

starting at 9 a.m.: Jill Hetherington- i 
Shaun Stafford vs. team to be 1 

determined; followed by Erica DeLone 
vs. Chanda Rubin; Brenda Schultz vs. 
Pam Shriver, Conchita Martinez vs. 
Natalie Tauziat, Tami Whitlinger- 
Jones vs. Lindsay Davenport, i 

Katarina Maleeva vs. Zina Garrison- 
Jackson, and again in doubles, 

Marianne Werdel-Whitlinger-Jones 
vs. Sabatini-Schultz. | 

■ Night session (not before 7 p.m.): 1 

Jennifer Capriati vs. Anke Huber. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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Associated Press 


| Conchita Martinez returns shot in last night’s match against Nathalie 
!, Tauziat. 






OU! 

Capriati defeated 


^OO^Ni 

, PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Na- 
thalie Tauziat delivered her best 
performance of the season yes¬ 
terday, beating top-seeded Con¬ 
chita Martinez 6-4, 6-4 in the 
first round of th e VirmAa4gfe\ s 


tyi i miauqiujiid 

while Jennifer 


Capriati lost in 
her first come- 

j. f | 

2 rnrnm 

t •• - 

back match. 

Tauziat used 

an assortment of 

f 

drop shots and 

\ ;i /A 

timely aces to 

overcome Marti¬ 

■ 

nez’s power. The 

_ J 


Capriati 


final three 
points came 
with consecutive backhand 
slices, including two that trickled 
off the top of the net, to elimi¬ 
nate the defending champion. 

“It's my last tournament of 
the year and I have nothing to 
lose,*’ sam Tauziat, who is not 
seeded. “When I play my best, I 
can beat anybody.” 

Also bounced out of the tour¬ 
nament in a first-round match 
was Capriati, who was making 
her first appearance on a tennis 
court since- the 1993 U.S. Open. 
Capriati fell to Germany's Anke 
Huber 6-4,3-6,6-1. 


Phillv Slims today 


I WHAT: Day Four of the 
$750,000 Virginia Slims of, 
Philadelphia tennis tournament, 
ga WHERE: The new Pennsylvania 
Convention Center adjacent to the 
Reading Terminal, 1101 Market. ' 


m HOW MUCH: Tickets are 
$12-$35. Call 654-7700. 

D WHEN: Day session starts at 9 
a.m. Night session begins no early 
than 7 p.m. 


Tauziat won the first set after 
breaking serve and taking a 4-3 
lead. She went ahead 5-3 with an 
ace and backhand volley and 
won the set two games later with 
an overhead smash. 

Martinez won the first game 
but dropped three straight in the 
second set. Tauziat went ahead 
5-3 by winning four straight ser¬ 
vice paints, including two aces, 
and used two backhand volleys. 
She held serve for the match. 

“I haven’t been playing well 
at the end of the season,” said 
Martinez, who lost in the first 
round of last month’s Nokia 
Grand Prix. “She played really a 
good match. Nathalie was 
t ough ” 

Capriati, who spent more than 
a year away from the women’s 
tour because of burnout, injuries 
and legal problems, dropped the 
first four games of the final set 
to the sixth-seeded Huber, who is 
ranked 13th in the world. She 
finally held serve with her first 
ace of the night, drawing within 
4-1, but never threatened. 

Martinez’s loss opens the'tour¬ 
nament for jNo. 2 seed Mary 
Pierce and No. 3 Lindsay Daven- ■ 
port. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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' PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
1 Brenda Schultz, rattling serves of 
; more than 105 mph, defeated 
' Lindsay Davenport 2-6, 6-2, 6-4 
i yesterday in the second round of 
! the $750.1)0 0 Virginia Slims o f 

I Philadelphia . 

Schultz powered her way past 
'the third seed, among the hard- 
| est baseline hitters on the wom- 
) en’s tour, 

“I knew the only way to beat 
(Lindsay was to hit harder than 
i she does,” Schultz said. “If she 
| starts hitting hard and cranking 
lit up, she’ll hit winners all over 
the place.” 

Jennifer Capriati pulled out of 


doubles competition after sus¬ 
taining a sore right shoulder dur¬ 
ing her first singles match in 
more than a year. 

Capriati was to play with 
Mercedes Paz against Pam Shriv- 
er and Elizabeth Smylie in a 
first-round match. On Wednes¬ 
day, Capriati lost 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 to 
Anke Huber. 

In other second-round singles 
matches, No. 2 seed Mary Pierce 
struggled early before winning 
10 of the last 11 games en route 
to a 6-3, 6-1 victory over Patty 
Fendiek. 

Pierce will next play 16-year- 
old newcomer Meilen Tu, who de- 
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feated Katerina Maleeva 6-4, 6-3. 
Tu, a wild-card entry from 
Northridge, Calif., won for the 
second time on the tour to ad-., 
vance to the quarterfinals. : 

No. 4 Gabriela Sabatini got off 
to a slow start before beating Jo-, 
anette Kruger, 6-4, 6-0. Sabatini 
will play Chanda Rubin in the 
quarters. 

Schultz, clocked with the 
hardest serve at 113 mph earlier 
this year, hit two aces in the fin-r 
al game of the third set to win. 
the match. She won the last; 
three games in the last two sets ( 
after Davenport showed effec¬ 
tive groundstrokes in winning^ 
the first set. 

Schultz hit consecutive aces 
I early in the third set, prompting; 
l a frustrated Davenport to, 

I scream, “Get me out of here.” } 
The 18-year-old Californian tookj 
I a 3-2 lead in the third but was 
] broken at 4-4 before Schultz 
- served for the match. .i 

Schultz will play fifth-seeded 
Natalia Zvereva in the next 
round. Zvereva defeated Juli$ 
Halard, 6-1, 6-4 yesterday. 

Nathalie Tuz'iat, who beat 
Martinez in her first match, was.j 
eliminated by Kimberly Po 6-3,? 
2-6, 7-5 less than 18 hours after,' 
her upset victory. Po won the; 
final two games and beat Tauziat 
with a backhand lob at matchJ 
(point. 

i 

iniB'i ■■wwrrf * spiral 


2S9 GS9Ztr02 



Mary Pierce (right>jitetnjd? -GabtrieS^ r Sabatihi advance at 
the, Virginia,S lims of Philadelphia '. 1 ; while) Lindsay Dav- 1 
enport is knocked out and Jennifer Capriati bows out." 

5 CL. 'I 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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Huber 

outlasts 

fPierce 

V: M 

U PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
v Anke Huber played the best set 
fpf her career yesterday and hung 
fon to defeat Mary Pierce 6-0, 6-7 
11(4-7), 7-5 for the championship 
Votthe $750,000 Virginia Slims_o f 
LPhiladelPhia . 

Huber nearly blew a 4-0 lead 
sfirthe third set before settling 
down for her third victory of the 
season. The 19-year-old German 
kwon the final two games in the 
Jthird set and broke Pierce's serve 
t_wltfi a forehand to win the tour- 
ifna'ment. ' * 

“She pushed me,” Huber said. 
f-“She was always there, and she 
^ never gave up. I just tried to 
~piay my game, and it worked 
; out.” 

LbHuber, who earned $150,000, 
bias won two tournaments and is 
"ranked l3th in the world despite 
plot having a coach since Septem¬ 
ber. She also beat Pierce in the 
"Porsche Tennis Grand Prix in 
bermany last month. 

Huber had the most difficult 
- route to the final. She had three- 
f set victories over Jennifer Cap- 
fc ; riati_ and Lisa Raymond, beat 
hKifuberly Po in two sets and Ga- 
p brie la Sabatini in three sets be- 
' fore facing the second-seeded 
Pierce._ ._ 


“I’m much more comfortable 
on the court, and I think I have 
much more fun out there,” Huber 
said. “I just take it more easy, 
and I relax more on the court.” 

Pierce, ranked fifth, earned 
$67,500 for second place. She is 
winless in five finals this year, 
and has not beaten Huber in 
three career matches. 



=, Associated Press 

Anke Huber raises her arms in 
victory after beating Mary Pierce. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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[Frazier is first upset 
Victim at 


P. ; ± 0-0 jnl 

^PHILADELPHIA CAP — 
i_ Chanda Rubin, hitting powerfully 
r from the backcourt, upset No. 7 
^LseM Amy Frazier 6-1, 6-1 Tuesday 
L in.' the First round of the Virginia 
;.jglma p f Philadelphia . 
m No4 &abriela Sabatini of Argen¬ 
tina overcame 11 double-faults to 
"""defeat Jana Nejedly of Canada 6-4, 
^-6-1 in a night match. 

1 On Wednesday night, Jennifer 
'r Capriati will play her first match in 
more than a year when she faces 
No. 6 Alike Huber of Germany. Top 
jr seed "and defending champion Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain will begin 
^her defense of the title against 
; ^Nathalie Tauziat of France. 

-Frazier was unable to cope with 
[[Jthe speed and power of Rubin’s 
^driving shots in the 43-minute 
pjnatch. Rubin won the first set on 
B.“The second set point on a netted 
shot by Frazier. 

S^Frazier set up match point at 5-1 
jpil the second set by double-fault¬ 
ping; Rubin then ended the match 
j£with a swift croSs-court passing 
^shot f rom her two-handed 
|jy backhand. 

“ Rubin next will face Erika de 
^-Lone, who advanced with a 6-3, 6-2 
win over Mercedes Paz ‘of Argen¬ 
tina. Paz was a replacement for 
Lori McNeil, who withdrew from 



the tournament in the morning be¬ 
cause: of tendinitis in her right 
shoulder. 

Nejedly broke for a 3-1 First-set 
lead but Sabatini won seven 
straight games to move from a 4-3 
deficit to a 4-0 lead in the second 
set. Nedjeley lost match point by 
netting a backhand volley. 

“Well, I’ve been trying a new 
service and I have been getting 
greater speed from it,’’ Sabatini 
said of her serving problems. 

“I don’t think I was playing bad, 
but she was playing very good and 
she was very fast, and I had to play 
very well to beat her.” 

In other matches, No. 5 Natalia 
Zverieva of Belarus defeated 
Meredith McGrath 6-4, 6-4; Patty 
FenJick beat Marianne Werdel 6-2, 
6-4; and Julie Halard of France 
prevailed over Linda Harvey-Wild 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Fendick won the First set with a 
passing shot for a break. Werdel 
fought off three match points in the 
second set, then yielded on the 
fourth match point. 

McGrath lost her service in the 
10th game of the second set, losing 
the match on the second match- 
point with a cross-court backhand 
drive over the baseline. 


Source: https://www.industrydocurnents.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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iPierce, ; 
^Huber in 
tftie finals 

\ . PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Anke , 
jj^ Hub er and Mary Pierce posted im- 
^jpres sivd Victories Saturday to 
Teach the final of the $.750,0 00 Vir- 
fc^Snia Slims of Philadelpia. 

; tLuber shook off a disappointing 
r -> fir st .set before beating Gabriela 
^Sabatini 6-7 (11-13), 6-1, 6-4, while ; 
ETPi.erce defeated fifth-seeded 
JlNatalia Zvereva 6-3, 6-3. 

R5 Huber gained momentum by 
g^Wmrnng the first three games of 
^Jhe second set and took advantage ~ 
p=5of a tired Sabatini in the third. The 
ii5l9-year-old German might have 
^ h ad an easier time had she been 
^able to capitalize on Sabatini’s nine 
f d ouble-faults in the first set. 

I “I had a lot of chances before the 
-v tiebreaker*” Huber said. “I just 
pTried to,, forget everything and play 
rf-my gameVl played a little better 
~ "than in Th.eJirst set, and it worked 

rr^-ySabatini broke Huber’s serve to . 

pull within 3-3 in the third set, but 
^ . .Huber broke back in the next game 
T_ and served for the match three 
games later. She took match point 
when Sabatini hit a backhand re-‘ 
i: •• turn wide. 

| ; The sixth-seeded Huber ( ran 

R. Sabatini along the ; baseline and‘ 
turned her relentless powerful' 
r forehands into winners. Sabatini, 
-- seeded fourth, was unable to regain 
^ momentum in the final two sets. 

he: • ! :.3 . i - ■ • • 

Jz-; ; "I didn’t think I was in control of 
pfethe match at any moment,” 
Sabatini said. “I was just defending 
myself and just hitting it back and 
not guiding the ball. ... She was just 
hitting everything.” 


. .i 

i ! 


Huber has had perhaps the most, 
difficult route to:the final. She was ; 
stretched to three sets in Jennifer, j 
--Capriati’s return match in the first 
round and needed three sets to beat s 
local favorite Lisa Raymond. She 
then beat Kimberly Po in straight 
sets before playing Sabatini. 

Huber^ ranked 13th in the world, - 
_--fs looking for her third tournament 
title this year. 

“Tn\a ? liftl e more .confident at the 
moment,” Hube.r said. “I won a lot 
of close matches. I think I already 
played well. I’m playing much more 
- aggressive now and much better.” 

Sabatini, whowas looking for her , 

- first tournament championship in ; 

- .more than twt* years, will play 

- Slartina Navratilova on Tuesday in : 
the first round of the season-ending . 
Virginia Slims Championships in 
New York. The .tournament will be * 
Navratilova’s last before retiring. 

Huber defeated Pierce in 
straight sets in the final of the 
Porsche Tenni's Grand Prix in 
Filderstadt, Germany, last month., 

: “It’.s. going to be tough,” Huber 
said. “Sne’s a very good player, and 
she can play unbelievably good.” 

Pierce, ranked fifth m the world, 
has. not lost A set in the tour- 
&= tiarffent. But shp has not won in her 
b: four previous finals this season. 

Pierce never; allowed Zvereva to 
get into rhythm and had several 
easy points at the net. Pierce broke 
Zvereva’s serve at loye to take a 5- 
3 lead and allowed just one point in 
the final two games to win the first 

—r— She. .then won. the final four 
'game s in the second set and broke 
" Zvereva’s serve with a powerful 
forehand at match point. 

“It’s important to be mentally pa¬ 
tient' with Natalia,” Pierce said. 
“Game-wise, 3*0 u have to take the 
initiative and be very aggressive — 
I not rally with her and } give her a 
J chance to do her shots ” 


l 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 
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By BRUCE MOWDAY 
Staff Writer 


' PHILADELPHIA - Anke Huber 
overcame all of the favorites, in¬ 
cluding the sentimental ones, to 
win the Virginia Slims of Philadel- 
■ phia Ia nnis tournament, 

Huber defeated the second- 
seeded player in the tournament, 
Mary Pierce, in the finals by scores 
i of 6-0, 6-7 (4-7), 7-5 on Sunday. 

, * Huber,' the sixth seed, needed 
two hours and eight minutes to de¬ 
feat, Pierce and take the $150,000 
winner’s check home to Germany. * 
, During, the week-long tour¬ 
nament at the Pennsylvania Con¬ 
vention Center, Huber knocked off 


Sabatini, the tournament’s*»fourth*jr 
seed, in the semi-finals^ ) 

day,' • \j[ • ’* ■ 1 - 

“I’m really tired now,” Hubert 
said after the marathon finals. “Fmv»r 


happy it is over.” ! . ! /• : ",■ ■ 

After the first eight gained of the 1 ; 1 
match, it looked like HuberJwouldv 
take home the wkner’s clxeckyyith-^ 
out breaking a sweat. She breezed^ 
to a 6-0 first) set | win in jusf .21 
minutes, f ..., ■': v(£ - 

Hubet won the first two games of,/ , 
the second set and Pierce seemed' 
doomed. But Huber’s first serve de-^ 
teriorated and , .Pierce started^ 
mixing up £ef i shots to throw:'! 
Huber, off balance^ ,; ;; j/;■ 

“She was just,playing) so, \yell,”£v; 
Pierce said of Huber’s fast start, “jtff 


m. 


Jennifer Capriati, who was making 

• her comeback aftet a 15-month . was a little/bit, embarrassing' in, the? 

, : layoff becausejiof ^personal prob- beginning, butfthere was^nptimuch l 
% lems, and, Wayne’s Lisa Raymond. PcoulcF ? dofHrh ;] : 

rj, 'Both were sentimental favorites ,. “One>pf*any^^^ ^ j ’* ; , : ; 

Bofiithe.qrowdLi. V! ■ : , ', her .first' set: 
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I return to Mary Piercel during the final 

ni «i i . ii* .V ■; 1- . _ e_« 


^matcfcoLth^ Virginid^Slims bfjPhilqdelphig tournament on Sunday, J 


9£8S€821r02 


Hi %M*r ' 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwl0000 
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tlUD^r ! ' | 1 1 I 1 shots.' Hubert forehadd was devc 


(Prom Page BJJ ^ 

In the first set, Huber Won 10 of IT of her' 
first serves and made only one double fault. 
And she had only nine second serves. But in 
the second set, Huber missed 24 of her first 
serves. 

A double fault by Huber in the eighth 
game of the second set cost the champion a 
game and ‘evened the set at four games 
each. Each player held serve and in the tie¬ 
breaker, Huber recorded another double 
fault as Pierce prevailed. 

The third set began the same way as the 
first as Huber captured the first four games 
and again seemed in total control of the 
match. But once again her serve faultered 
and Pierce stormed back to tie the set at 
five games each. 

'*■ And diMn-ttg thftt run Pierce on three,Occa¬ 
sions won points that would have given 
Huber the championship if she had lost. 

Huber had some trouble with her serve in 
the 11th game of the third set, but she man¬ 
aged to hold service. Huber then broke 
Pierce’s serve to gain the championship. 

“She pushed me,” Huber said. “She was 
always there, and she never gave up. I just 
tried to play my game, and it worked out.” 

Pierce's strong returns, Huber said, 
caused her to take some chances with her 
serves. 

Pierce said Huber never gave her a 


.IM M BliilM, deep 

shots* Huber's forehanld was devastating, 
especially early in the match. 

“She is such a fighter,” Pierce said. “I just 
made too many mistakes,” 

NOTES: Pierce, 19, of France is the 
fifth-ranked player in the world while 
Huber is number 13... Pierce took 
home $67,500 out of the $750,000 in 
prize money... Huber said it was not 
easy playing Capriati in her comeback 
match and that her match with Ray¬ 
mond was one of the toughest of the 
tournament since Raymond won the 
first set and took her to a tiebreaker in 
the second... 

The last time Huber and Pierce played 
it was also a final. In Filderstadt, Ger¬ 
many, Huber won 6-4, 6-2. Also, Huber 
won their other meeting in three sets 
in 1993... This was Huber’s first tour¬ 
nament in Philadelphia... Pierce and 
Huber are scheduled to play in this 
week’s Virginia Slifflfrehampionship in 
New York City... In the doubles cham¬ 
pionship, the top-ranked women’s 
doubles team in the world, Gigi 
Fernandez and Natalia Zvereva, de¬ 
feated Sabatini and Brenda Schultz by 
scores of 2-6, 6-4, 6-2... Fernandez and 
Zvereva defeated Raymond and her 
partner, Lindsay Davenport, in the 
semi-finals on Saturday...The atten¬ 
dance at the tournament was 43,208 for 
the week and 4,223 for Sunday. 
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Capriati 
returns 
to court 

■ The teenage player who left 
the game for more than a year 
to deal with drug addiction and 
other problems will play 
Wednesday in Philadelphia. 


2*>0cT 


Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA —. A relaxed 
but unsmiling Jennifer Capriati re¬ 
turned quietly to a tournament 
practice court Monday, concen¬ 
trating more on her forehand than 
the people watching her. 

The 18-year-old who lost interest 
in tennis more than a year ago was 
all business at the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, ignoring a 
crowd watching her as she re¬ 
turned balls to new coach Jose 
Higueras. 

Capriati has a first-round match 
Wednesday night (7 p.m.) against 
No. 6 seed Anke Huber in th e Vir¬ 
ginia Slims of Philadelphia. It is 
ner first appearance in profession¬ 
al tennis since leaving the game 
and battling a host of personal 
problems, including drug addic¬ 
tion. 

But Monday Capriati looked like 
she wanted to play again. She re¬ 
turned serves with powerful fore¬ 
hands for more than 30 minutes 
without a break, stopping occa¬ 
sionally to wipe her forehead. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m in tip-top 
shape, but I feel good enough to 
break the ice,” Capriati said in a 
five-paragraph statement, de¬ 
clining interviews. “I’m not even 
thinking about winning or losing. 
Who the opponent is doesn’t really 
matter. I just want to have fun out 
there.” 

Capriati fought her way into the 
pros at age 13 before leaving the 
game, citing burnout and injuries. 
AJyear ago she was arrested for 
iopliiting and last May was 
EL-jfcharged with marijuana posses- 
§g#i6n at a hotel in Coral Gables, Fla. 
' She ente red a drug rehabilitation 
^center soon afterward. 
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Associated Press photo 

Jennifer Capriati was charged last 
May with marijuana possession. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zkwlOOOO 








esterday in her o-u, o-'> ^ ' _-- 


to overcome all the hype of Jen- 
- rnfer Capriati’s return to compe- 
__tltion in„ a 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 win. 

, it was hometown favorite 
^ Raymond in the second , 
Huber needed a third set 
.tiebr eaker to get by Raymond. 


In the quarters, Huber got a 
J *eve“from the spotlight in.. 
h^at she faced unseeded Kim- . 
^be rly Po. After a straight set 
rvict ory over Po, the eventual 
jgham-p had to defeat number ; 
dfhuLseed Gabriela Sabatini in 
the semis. \ 
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